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dear Brother, 


Serampore, October 17, 1816. 


he following is at your service, as an article for your Magazine, if you think 
it may make American Christians love the Gospel and the Mission more, 
I do not wish my name to appear appended to it ;—but without this appen- 
dage, ycu are welcome to make whatever use of it you please. 


To one of the Editors. 


A BENGALEE SERMON, 
Delivered in the year 1816, to a congregation of Hindoo Christians, at 
the Mission House, Serampore. 


Acts xxvi. 17, 18. 


Delivering thee from the people and 
from the Gentiles, unto whom I 
now send thee; to open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness 

to light, and from the power of 

Satan unto God, that they may 

receive forgiveness of sins, and 

inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by farth that is 


wm me. 


IT is a pleasing consideration to 
the servants of Christ in this coun- 
try, my brethren, that they are 
placed in circumstances similar to 
those of the apostle Paul, when the 
Saviour thus addressed him. We 
have the same gracious Master— 
the same work—the same promis- 
es and supports—and the same re- 
wards in prospect. He was won- 
derfully successful, and we shall 
not labour in vain if we partake of 
his zeal and faithfulness. 

Vol. 1. 16 


At the time when this commission 
was given, the state of the Gentiles 
bore a very striking resemblance 
to that of the present race of Hin- 
doos. ‘They were ignorant of the 
true God, and worshipped number- 
less abominable and profitless idols ; 
they were unacquainted with the 
way of access to God, and with his 
true worship, and practised rites 
the most absurd and detestable ; 
they knew nothing of the com- 
mands of God “enlightening the 
eyes,” nor of the fear of the Lord 
** which maketh wise the simple ;” 
and therefore, beside all the sins 
of nominal Christians, they practis- 
ed unheard of crimes. Yca, their 
very superstition not only seared 
the conscience, and prepared them 
to commit every iniquity, but it 
hurried them into crimes which 
they would never have committed 
had not the passions, by obscene 
rites, been jnflamed to a degree oi 
madness. 
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The mission of the apostle Paul 
to those nations was a strong proof 
of the divine compassion: None 
can doubt but such crimes would 
have justified God in denying to 
them the gospel; none can doubt 
whether such a state of spiritual 
malady did not cali for this divine 
remedy. ‘This remedy was appii- 
ed, and thousands and myriads felt 
its efficacious power: “their eyes 
were opened; they were turned 
from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God :— 
they received remission of sins, 
and inheritance among the sanctiti- 
ed.” 

But I would wish at this time to 
remind you, my brethren, of the 
infinite benefits which you have 
obtained from this gospel, at least 
such of you as haye {cli its power. 

Look back to the period when 
you had no sight; when the eyes 
of your understanding were dark- 
ened, so that you had no idea what- 
ever, what kind of creatures you 
were,nor why you were created, nor 
what it became you to practise or 
to seek ; nor what awaiied you in 
the world tocome. You had the 
form of man, but your powers were 
brutalized by gross ignorance, and 
your organs and faculties had no 
other use than to supply food for 
the sensual passions. You never 
looked upward to inquire, Where 
or who is, God my Maker, for your 
moral vision was completely ex- 
tinguished. Your mind was confin- 
ed in acell which admitted no light 
but that, glimmering and uncertain, 
which the torch of superstition sup- 
plied. Rather, you -walked in 
darkness, not knowing whither 
you went; or, to borrow the still 
stronger language of the Light of 
the world, you sat in the region 
and under the very shadow of death. 
Such was your state till the Re- 
deemer said, ‘Let there be light.” 

“ He opened your eyes; then, 
so far as you couldsee clearly, how 
new and wonderful did things 
around you, or, to speak less figu- 
ratively, did every new truth, ap- 
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pear. What a Being was God! 


What a monster was man! Whata 
Saviour wasChrist! How contempt- 
ible the gods! What an overwhelm- 
ing idea was that which brought 
you to look to an existence, never 
ending in its nature, but of which 
you had never before dreamed! Did 
not your feelings resemble his who 
had been born blind, and on whose 
sight creation, in all its glories, 
burst at once, at the command of 
the Saviour? 

He brought you out of the re- 
gion and from ‘under the shadow 
of death, and placed you in a world 
on which the Sun of Righteousness 
shone with beams that at once filled 
and healed the sight. iow grate- 
ful those first rays, which led you 
to a pardoning God, to a dying Sav- 
lour, to a quickening and comfort- 
ing Spirit! How stupid did the life 
of an idolater then appear! What 
folly it then seemed to bathe ina 
river to wash away sin; to carry 
food to him who was called the 
Lord of the world; to repeat his 
names as the certain means of re- 
moving sin, while his commands 
were trampled upon; to make, to 
worship, and then to drown. a god; 
to offer food and libations to the 
dead; to fall prostrate before the 
image of a monkey; to worship a 
man more wicked than the worship- 
per! How horrible did the infa- 
mous swinging post, the spitted 
tongue, the perforated sides, and 
the funeral pile, then appear! Was 
not this a ** marvellous” light that 
brought all these objects before you 
in their hideous shapes! 

But when, by this light, you saw 
the glory of God shining in the face 
of Jesus Christ; when you saw Cal- 
vary, and the sinner losing the bur- 
den of all his sins at the foot of the 
cross; when you saw how certain- 
ly and completely sin could be par- 
doned without human merit or bod- 
ily austerities, while God remained 
just; when you saw how men the 
most depraved could be made hely 
and prepared for heaven; when 
heaven was opened to your view, 
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not as the reward of austerities 
practised for thousands of years, 
but as the gift of God, through the 
redemption that there is in Christ 
Jesus; I say, when all these won- 
ders were brought before you, did 
you not, first lookipg back on that 
region of death you had left, and 
then looking forward to the regions 
of eternal day, did you not say with 
David, “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me bless 
his holy name ; for he hath brought 
me up out of a horrible pit, and 
out of the miry clay, and hath set 
my feet upon a rock, and put anew 
song into my mouth, and establish- 
ed my goings before him.” 

Paul was commissioned also to 
turn the Gentiles from the power 
of Satan unto God.’ There is no 
doubt a qualified sense, my breth- 
ren, in which God has permitted 
this world for a time to fall into 
the hands of Satan, who is there- 
fore called “the prince of this 
world,” “the god of this world,” 


“the prince of the power of the 


air,” and who is also said to “rule 
in the hearts of the children of dis- 
obedience.” It would lead to a 
discussion too wide for our present 
purpose to enter into an mquiry 
into the nature and extent of this 
diabolical empire. Let us confine 
our attention to the subject of idol- 
atry, and to you, my brethren, 
once the superstitious slaves of this 
demon. 

The legitimate object of the 
government of all earthly monarchs 
is to cherish and improve mankind ; 
but Satan reigns only to destroy; 
and hence his kingdom displays 
nothing but the weapons and means 
ef destruction; and, associating 
with himself sin and death, he has 
accomplished the conquest and ruin 
of the world. Yet the greatest 
engine of destruction he ever in- 
vented is idolatry; this is the in- 
fernal machine that destroys with- 
out the victim’s being aware of its 
nature. | 

Having taken away all knowl- 


edge of the true God, he gives to 
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men gods suited to their own de 
pravity, and, by a magic wholly 
his own, makes them the objeets of 
enthusiastic hope and appalling 
fear: hence, to meet them ambi- 
tion, them love of the world, and 
their impure appetites, he has giv- 
en them a god of war, a god of 
riches, a god of love,* and other 
gods without number, that every 
depraved passion may have a guard- 
ian deity. And in this work of de- 
lusion so successfal has he been, 
and such the complete supremacy 
which he has obtained over men, 
that we see them at the mere nod 
of the tyrant, plunge into the gulf 
below. He only speaks the word, 
and the victims come forth, in 
crowds, dressed in garlands for the 
hecatomb; they perish im rivers, 
under cars, on pilgrimages, by vol- 
untary suicide before the idols; on. 
the funeral piles; they offer their 
wealth, their bodies, their souls, 
their limbs, their blood, their chil- 
dren, their mothers, amidst infernal 
shouts of triumph, to gratify the 
malice and revenge of the great 
destroyer. 

And you, my brethren and sisters, 
some of you have the indelible 
marks of this tyranny on your bod- 
ies the mark of the beast on your 
forehead, or the degrading marks 
of your former slavery, when you 
inflicted the most cruel severities 
on your bodies at the command of 
the god of all the gods.—-Oh! how 
can you sufficiently admire that 
grace, and love that gospel, that 
turned you from the fearful power 
of Satan unio God. 

But have you been really turned 
to God; and have you been brought 
to know God through the Redeem- 
er; and do you now, with as much 
eapnestness as you once devoted 
body and soul to the idol, conse- 
crate body and soul to him? Re- 
member, this is life eternal, to know 
him, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he has sent. The 

* ‘The worship of the lingii is per- 


haps the greatest triumph over rational 
creatures that Satan can boast. 
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service of the true God is a reason- 
able service ; it comports with the 
soundest dictates of reason, and it 
is demanded by every motive hon- 
ourable for men to feel and God to 
mspire, 

It is not a vain service, like that 
of the idols; the Saviour is the re- 
warder of those who diligently 
seek him; his service disposes to 
every other duty, prepares for 
every event.and assimilates the soul 
to the great ohject of worship. 

It is a delightful service: you 
always returned from the idol, cold 
as the stone you had worshipped, 
and barren as the mummery you 
had repeated; but they that seek 
God renew their strength, they 
mount up with wings as eagles, 
they run and are not weary, they 
walk and are not faint. The ways 
of God, and the services of the 
Christian sanctuary, as the wells of 
eternal salvation, refresh and invig- 
orate the soul. 

But the work Paul had to do, 
was also connected with the pardon 
ofsin. The wretched idolater has 
no expectation of the remission of 
sins; he hopes to expiate them on- 
ly by sufferings through thousands 
of transmigrations: yet the God to 
whom you have been turned, says, 
*¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and ye shall receive remission of 
sins and inheritance among them 
that are sanctified.” 

But the blessings of Paul’s min- 
istry were connected with an eter- 
nal inheritance. Idolatry does not 
even promise everlasting life ; the 
worshipper of the gods has only 
the miserable hope, that at death 
he may transmigrate into the body 
of a dog, rather than sink into some 
hell; he has performed no splendid 
works of merit, to raise him to the 
temporary joys in the heavens of 
the gods, and his mind has been too 
much immersed among the muta- 
tions of matter to afford the least 
hope, that he shall be reunited to 
the soul of the world. But you 
know, my dear brethren, him who 
has said, My sheep hear my 
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voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me; and I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never 
perish.” 

Never forget, however, that 
your future inheritance is the in- 
heritance of those who are sancti- 
fied. Seek for those influences 
which are to purify your heart, and 
by a life of self-denial, crucifixion 
to the world, and rm otedness to 
God, shew to your heathen neigh- 
bours, that he who hath the Chris- 


tian hope in him purifies himselt 


even as Christ is pure. 

There is still another considera- 
tion which we wish you always to 
remember, and always to feel; that 
all these blessings flow to you, 
through faith in “the Lord Jesus. 


Among all the names given under — 


heaven, Christ alone opens the eyes 
of men born spiritually blind; he 
alone turns from darkness to light; 
he alone, having destroyed princi- 
palities and powers, and made a 
shew of them openly, turns poor 
infatuated murderous idolaters from 
the horrid power of Satan unto 
God, forgiving their sins, and then 
bestowing upon them “an inher 
tance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away.” 

That by which these blessings 
are obtained is faith, which like 
every other good enjoyed by man, 
is the spontaneous gift of God; 
flowing graciously to all who seek 
it. It is called “precious faith,” 
on account of its heavenly origin, 
and as it secures to the believer 
God’s unspeakable gift, and all the 
riches of time and etermty. To 
point out its great importance in 
the salvation of a sinner, it is some- 
times compared to the gladdened 
organ of vision, looking at the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world,” and at other 


times to the hand * laying hold of 


eternal life,” it brings near invisi- 
ble realities, and fills the mind 
with things hoped for; it brings 
from their oblivion all the achieve- 
ments of the faithful in every age, 
and substantiates the good contain- 
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ed in the prophecies, and promises ; 
in short, faith is a sure and stedfast 
anchor, rendering the soul immove- 
able amidst all the storms of life ; 
and, having “* respect unto the rec- 
ompense of reward,” it enables the 
Christian to act as a stranger and 
pilgrim amidst all the allurements 
of the senses. But it is faith “¢ on 
me,” says the Lord Jesus ; it is faith 
by which the polluted wash in the 
fountain of his blood; by which the 
awakened sinner trusts in hes death; 
by which the destitute put on the 
garment of his righteousness ; by 
which the branch is united to Christ 
the vine, and derives all that nour- 
ishment which enables it to bring 
forth much fruit; it is by faith en han 
that the Christian obtains strength 
to labour, courage to fight, an’ per- 
severance to pursue the conflict to 
complete victory. ‘ They over- 
come by the blood of the Lamb.” 
“After this I beheld, and, lo, a 
great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
amd palms in their hands; these 
are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. ‘Therefore are 
they before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his 
temple.” 


n ADDRESS to the Members of a 
Ministers’ Meetina, on the Ques- 
tion—How oventr a Ministers’ 
Meerinc TO BE CONDUCTED ? 


[Concluded from page 88.} 


3. We ought to behave one to- 
wards another in such a manner as 
to justify an abundant exercise of 
mutual confidence. 

There is such a thing, I am sen- 
sible, as placing an idolatrous con- 
fidence in a fellow-creature. This 
is very criminal; and against those 
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who are guilty of it the Bible ut- 
ters its most awful denunciations. 
Its language is, ‘* Cursed is the man 
that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm.” But passages of 
this complexion must be understood 
in a limited and qualified sense. 
Trust in man is sinful then, and then 
only, when it implies @ departure 


from the Lord. In alk other cases, 


it is innocent; and in many cases, 
it is so far from being injurious, 
that it is highly beneficial to the 
human race. There is a degree 
of mutual confidence exereised a- 
mong citizens and neighbours, anil 
especially among near relatives, 
which conduces greatly to social 
happiness, and without which, in- 
deed, social intercourse could hard- 
ly be maintained. Thesame bond 
of union should exist in still great- 
er strengih among those who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ; and espe- 
cially among Christians of the same 
denomination. Without it, they 
cannot enjoy much comfort in their 


intercourse one with another, nor 


can they avail themselves of the 
energies and resources, however 
ample, which they possess. Mu- 
tual confidence unites them togeth- 
er in one firm phalanx; and, wheth- 
er they undertake to enlarge their 
pale, or to defend themselves 
against their common adversaries, 
it enables them to put forth all their 
strength. But no where is this 
quality more needful than among 
those ministers of Christ who not 
only belong to the same denomina- 
tion but meet together at stated sea- 
sons for their own benefit and that 
of the churches in which they pre- 
side. And to ascertain the means 
by which it may be best promoted 
in such a circle is highly important. 

It will, no doubt, be readily ad- 
mitted that a frank, open, sincere de- 
portment is very amiable, and high- 
ly becoming the followers of Christ. 
It is equally true that in such a 
meeting as this, a deportment of 
the above description is peculiarly 
necessary as a foundaiton for mutual 
confidence. Here, especially. arti- 
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fice should be laid aside, and “love 
be without dissimulation.” Every 
word, and look, and gesture should 
correspond to the sentiments and 
feelings of the heart. You will 
not suppose | mean to recommend 
to you an indiscriminate disclosure 
of all your thoughts. This would 
be imprudent in the extreme, and 
would defeat the object which it 
was intended to promote. Every 
man must have some secrets; se- 
crets which he cannot consistently 
reveal to his dearest friend on earth. 
But, these excepted, a free and un- 
disguised disclosure of our views 
and feelings, at such a meeting as 
the present, will contribute greatly 
to strengthen our confidence in one 
another. And if any individual is 
seen to maintain a studied reserve, 
and to behave as though he appre- 
hended danger from the full expres- 
sion of his sentiments, it can hardly 
fail to sow the seeds of suspicion 
and distrust among the members. 
You will permit me here to re- 
mark, though it may seem a digres- 
sion, that the confidence of which 
1 am speaking must be considerably 
impaired by the continuance of an 
evil which unhappily prevails a- 
mong Christians; | mean the prac- 
tice of speaking to the disadvantage 
of absent brethren. Nothing, per- 
haps, has a greater tendency to be- 
get jealousy and distrust. For we 
have much reason to suspect that he 
who often speaks to us against our 
brethren, does not scruple to handle 
our own characters with as little 
ceremony whenever he has oppor- 
tunity of doing it. Besidesjhowever 
secret any one may be in making 
a remark prejudicial to the reputa- 
tion of another, there is no little 
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knowing that what I have said 
against him is true, makes but little 
difference. He considers himself 
injured by the manner in which f{ 
haye treated him. He feels that-l 
should have mentioned his faults to 
him alone, and not have discovered 
a secret to another. He is, per- 
haps, greatly disappointed, too. 
He thought he stood high in my 
estimation. ‘The treatment which 
he had generally received from me 
seemed to authorize such a con- 
clusion. He expected from me 
encomiums rather than censures. 
And now, to find himself so much 
deceived; to find that, instead of 
unqualified esteem and friendship, 
my sentiments towards him are 
those of contempt and aversion, 
must wound him to the heart, and 
prevent. for a time at least, all plea- 
surable intercourse between us. 
And let it be particularly remarked, 
that one discovery of this kind must 
have a pernicious effect on confi- 
dence generally. He who has found 
himself deceived in one of his 
brethren, will be very apt to enter- 
tain suspicions of the rest. In this 
way the evil, here complained of, 
spreads far and wide its baneful in- 
fluence, and blasts the choicest 
fruits of Christian friendship! 

But we will make the supposi- 
tion that the evil report which [ 
have propagated against my bro- 
ther neyer reaches him. In that 
case, it cannot, you may imagine, 
impair the confidence subsisting be- 
tween us. But this is a great mis- 
take. If I have spoken evil of my 
brother, I am extremely apt to sus- 
pect he has heard of it. If he ap- 
pears more reserved in my com- 
pany than usual, my suspicions are 


danger of its eventually reaching confirmed. Nor are they much 


i 4 1. his ears. If no other conveyance weakened though he appears as 
a | is found, “a bird of the air shall friendly and social as he formerly 
is ai carry the yoice, and that which did. As I have aimed a blow at 


his reputation, I fear he aims a 
blow at mine. I am expecting 
some secret thrust, some sly retali- 
ation, which will be the more dan- 
gerous, aS no precaution on my 
part can secure me against it. 


hath wings shall tell the matter.” 
And no sooner does my brother find 
ei | that I have assailed his reputation, 
eM than his affection for me is gone, 

| and with it all that confidence 
which once he reposed inme. His 
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To prevent the mischief arising 
from the above source, it would, I 
apprehend, be wise in all Chris- 
tians, especially in all ministers to 
adopt the following rule, viz, Vev- 
er speak reproach ifully of any man 
unless duty and conscience require at. 
‘This rule, you will remember, has 
the sanction of an inspired apostle ;* 
and were it universally observed 


in the world, the numerous train of 


evils which slander engenders 
would be unknown, and men would 
jive together as friends and breth- 
ren. Were it observed in tlhe 
church, most of the disorders which 
now disturb her peace and mar her 
glory would quickly cease. And 
were it observed as faithfully as it 
should be by us, my brethren, the 
consequences, | am_ persuaded, 
would be truly auspicious: our con- 
fidence in each other would be 
strengthened, and our comfort 
and our usefulness much increased. 

4. We should conduct our meet- 
ing in such a manner as is best cal- 
culated to promote the life and pow- 
er of godliness in our souls. 

It is not sufficient for a Christian 
minister that he be correct in his 
views of the gospel, or that he have 
an accurate acquaintance with its 
doctrines and precepts. Nor is it 
sufficient that to knowledge he add 
sincere piety and unblemished mor- 
als. He ought to be pre-eminently 
devout and spiritual ; one who daily 
walks with God, and whose beart, 
and treasure, and conversation are 
in heaven. No other man can be 
expected to preach the gospel in 
that tender and affectionate, yet 
plain, pungent, faithful manner 
which is best calculated to awaken 
slumbering sinners, and to build up 
the church of God in her most holy 
faith. Indeed, Brethren, an abua- 
dant measure of this divine temper 
will tend greatly to prepare us tor 
all the duties of our sacred calling, 
and should therefore be kept cou- 
tinually in view in all the efforts 
we make to extend our usefulness 
#8 ministers of Christ. 


* Titus iii, 2. 
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In a meeting like the present, 
it is not enough that we select for 
discussion subjects which are truly 
important. The most animating 
and glorious truihs may be so hand- 
led as to lose much of their interest 
with pious people. ‘This, mdeed, 
will always be the case, when the 
discussion 1s carried on m a dry, 
speculaiiwe manner. Whether we 
write, or preach, or converse, if we 
act the part of mere theorists, we’ 
shali not be likely to refresh our 
own souls or the souls of our breth- 
ren. We ought to think and speak 
of the great doctrines of the gos- 
pel not as “ cunningly devised fa- 
bles,’ or ingenious hypotheses, 
but as certain and all-important 
truths. It should be our daily con- 


cern to imbibe much of the heay- 


enly spirit which they breathe, and 
to realize them as being of all 
things the most interesting and glo- 
rious. ‘lo this end their tendency 
to promote a holy life should be 
constantly kept in view; and from 
them all the practical lessons which 
they furnish should be carefully 
deduced. The discussion of 
doctrinal truths in this way, wall 


not only increase our knowledge, 


but will contribute greativ to de- 
tach our hearts from this sublunary 
world, and to render them habitu- 
ally devoted io the service oi God. 

But there are other exercises 
which have tae same tendency, and 
which therefore claim our particu- 
lar attention. Of these prayer 
(the only one which | shall now 
mention) is, unquestionably, the 
most important. ‘This is, indeed, 
an exercise so congenial to the 
best feelings of a renewed heart, 
and so intimately connected with 
the clerical profession, that we can 
scarcely conceive of an assembly 
of pious ministers who, in ordinary 
cases, could begin or close their 
deliberations without it. But may 
ii not be well for us to do more 
than this? Wouid not our meeting 
be much improved, if we were fre- 
quentiy cailed to intermit our other 
engagements, and te unite in ap- 
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proaching the mercy-seat? Would 
not a regulation of this kind have a 


“most happy tendency to raise our 


souls to God, to increase our love 
one toward another, and to prevent 
that undue warmth of feeling which 
disputation is apt to excite? Be- 
sides, if God is the hearer of pray- 
er, may we not hope that our tre- 
quent applications to his throne will 
be answered by the communication 
of those gracious influences which 
are equally efficacious to illume the 
understanding and sanctify the 
heart ? 


For the American Baptist Migazine. 
Prayers and united. 


AN angel from Jehovah testified 
to Cornelius, that his prayers and 
his alms ascended to heaven fora 
memorial. Itis to be feared that 
many do not sufficiently realize the 
importance of uniting alms with 
their supplications. 

Some persons express great zeal 


for the salvation of the heathen, 


who contribute nothing to send the 
gospel among them. ‘Thousands 
express sympathy for the suffering 
poor, during the severity of winter, 
who never contribute to their re- 
hef. Their benevolence is entire- 
ly exhausted in fair words. But 
we have much reason to doubt the 
sincerity of their good wishes, un- 
less those wishes excite to action. 
There has been, indeed, a com- 
mendable zeal awakened in behalf 
of the heathen, and great pecunia- 
ry resources have been furnished 
for evangelizing the world. But 
probably there yet remain church- 
es in our land, whose prayers are 
offered up on every Lord’s day for 
the conversion of the heathen, and 
who vet furnish no means for ac- 
complishing the object. Let such 
realize, that prayers and alms must 
be united, if they hope for an ac- 
ceptable memorial before Jehovah. 

The benevolence of the Al- 
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mighty towards alost world did 
not consist merely in words, but 
proceeded to acts; for he so loved 
the world, that he gave his Son to 
die. The benevolence of Jesus 
was united with the utmost activi- 
ty; he spent his life in important 
services to mankind; he sought out 
the poor, the wretched, and the 
guilty, to impart blessings to them, 
and expired on the cross for their 
salvation. The apostles caught the 
spirit of their Master, and not only 
desired and prayed that Israel 
might be saved, but cheerfully de- 
voted their time, talents, and prop- 
erty to the cause, and counted not 
their lives dear to them. Howard 
did not merely weep over the suf- 
ferings of the wretched, who were 
confined in dreary prisons, but 
traversed various countries, amidst 
privations, fatigues, and dangers, 
to mitigate their sorrows. Let 
these considerations have due 
weight on the professors of relig- 
ion, to excite them to acts of be- 
nevolence. May they aspire to 
be followers of the great High 
Priest of their profession, and the 
glorious company of his apostles 
and martyrs. 

In times like the present, which 
abound with encouraging prospects, 
it is conceived to be the incumbent 
duty of every church, however 
small, and of every Christian, how- 
ever obscure, to take an active part 
in the Missionary Cause, and make 
contributions for its promotion, ac- 
cording to their ability ; for a man 
rm accepted according to that he 
hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. 

In conference and prayer meet- 
ings, much might be collected for 
the great object. A number of 
Baptist friends in Boston, who meet 
in a weekly conference meeting, 
were interested by reading an ad- 
dress on the subject of raising funds 
for printing the Scriptures in the 
Chinese language, under the su- 
perintendence of Messrs. Morrison 
and Milne, and resolved on aiding 
the object. They procured sev- 
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eral Boxes, on the top of which 
was printed, Remember the poor Hea- 
then, and on the side, Translation 
Bible Box. One was made resem- 
bling an elegant gilt Bible, on which 
appropriate texts of Scripture were 
inscribed. These Boxes were 
placed on the table, at the several 
houses of meeting, and the free- 
will offerings soon amounted to fifty 
dollars, which were forwarded as 
the first fruits of this simple and 
easy method of aiding the circula- 
tion of the Bible. ‘The plan is 
still in operation, and a very cone 
siderable sum has since been raised. 
Let others be admonished, to 
adopt this, or some similar mode, 
and thus unite their prayers and 
their alins, that they may ascend to 
heaven as an acceptable memorial. 
A. Z. 


For the American Baptist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON DRESS. 


THE tulip and the butterfly, 

Appear in gayer coats than I; 

Let me be drest fine as I will, 

Flies, worms and flow’rs excced 
me still. 


Then will I set my heart to find 
Inward adornings of the mind; 
Knowledge and virtue, truth and 
grace, 
These are the robes of richest dress, 
WaATTs. 
Messrs. Editors, 

1 po not wish to make your 
Magazine a vehicle for unprofita- 
ble controversy. But as you have 
inserted in your number for March 
an ‘** Essay on Dress,” you will 
oblige a correspondent by publish- 
ing a few reflections, to which that 
Essay has given rise. Before I pro- 
ceed, I wish it to be understood, 
that it is not my intention to im- 
peach the motives of Gaius. From 
his remarks at the close of the Es- 
say, it would be uncandid to sup- 
pose that he intended to be the ad- 
vocate of pride and vanity. He 
says, “I do not think it expedient 
for Christians to conform to all the 
prevailing fashions, for two rea- 
sons :—One is, they canwot gener- 

Vol. 17 
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ally afford it, if they are as cliaritas 
ble as they ought to be: the second 
is, that those who are very careful 
to have their dress conform to the 
fashions, must necessarily spend a 
large portion of their time in a trif- 
ling manner, to the neglect of the 
more precious ornaments of the 
mind. It is certainly to be recom- 
mended to Christians, to be pru- 


dent in their expenses, and to em- - 


ploy as little time as possible in 
feeding and adorning their bodies.” 
So far we are agreed. But in 
page 53, Gaius observes: “ One of 
these three positions must, I think, 
be true. Either, first; that there 
is in the Scriptures, a standard for 
our dress, from which we ought 
not to deviate; or, secondly, we 
are under obligations to avoid in 
our dress every thing unnecessary; 
or, thirdly, every one may dress as 
his judgment shall dictate.” 

Should the two first positions 
which he has stated be given up, 
I do not see iow it is a necessary 
consequence, that ‘* every one 
may dress as his judgment shall dic- 
tate,” unless this judgment is reg- 
ulated by the word of God. For 
though no precise standard is laid 
down for our dress in the Scrip- 
tures, yet there are general princi- 
ples insisted upon, a reference to 
which will be more safe and prop- 
er, in relation to dress, than the 
dictates of our own judgment. 
These general principles are found 
in such passages as the following : 
Put on humbleness of mind. Col. iii. 
12.- Benot conformed to this world. 
Rom. xii. 2. Take no thought for 
your life; nor yet for your body, whai 
ye shall put on. Matt. vi. 25. In 
like manner, that women adorn them- 
selves in modest apparel, with shame- 
facedness and sobriety; not with broi- 
dered hatr, or gold, ov pearls, or cosi- 
ly array ; but (which becometh wo- 
men professing godliness) with good. 
works. 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. Young 
men are exhorted to be “sober. 
minded.” we see young men 
whose gay and expensive dress is 
a departure from sebriety of mind. 
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Their judgment, then, is an improp- 
er guide. Young women are ex- 
horted “to be sober, discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home.” But 
human nature is such, that a fond- 
ness for splendid attire, and the put- 
ting on of gay apparel, in many in- 
stances, leads to a violation of these 
injunetions. Is it not the case, that 
want of discretion often leads per- 
sons to put on what is termed a 
gaudy dress? And is it not also the 
case, that those who are thus ar- 
rayed wish to attract the notice of 
others? And to do this, they are 
not “keepers at home.” Yet, 
these persons may dress according 
to the dictates of their judgment. 
Jacob, no doubt, acted according to 
the dictates of his judgment, when 
he clothed his son Joseph ina coat 
of many colours. But the wisdom 
and propriety of the measure may 
be justly called in question. We 
are acquainted with its sad effects. 
it engendered as many evil passions 
in the other branches of the family, 
as there were colours in the coat. 
It occasioned many a sorrowful day 
to the youth who wore it, and to 
the fond and aged father, who gaye 
it to him.—I think it follows then 
from the above considerations, that 
the standard which Gaius has adopt- 
ed is defective, and that we are not 
left to the dictates of our judgment, 
on the subject of dress, without 
having respect to the general prin- 
ciples exhibited in the word of God. 
There are many reasons which 
should cause the disciples of Christ 
to aim at simplicity and plainness 
in their apparel. 

The whole tenour of the gospel 
imeilcates humility, meekness, self- 
denial, and separation from the 
pomp and vanities of the world. 
The Saviour whom we are called to 
imitate, avoided the superfluities of 
life. The frivolity of mind which 


gaiety of apparel indicates, and our 
limited means for doing good, for 
assisting in the spread of the gos- 
pel, and other benevolent objects, 
are SO many arguments against vain 
decorations and gay attire. 


REMARKS ON 


I shall leave the subject wiih @ 
few serious reflections addressed to 
your readers. ; 

Labour to have just views of the 
nature of Christ’s kingdom. “It 
does not consist in meat and drink ; 
but righteousness and peace, and 


joy in the Holy Ghost.” It consisis 


in a meek and quiet spirit, 
is in the sight of God of grea 
price.” I am a friend to hain 
dress, and an enemy to gaudy and 
extravagant apparel. Yet I would 
net hastily condemn a brother or 
a sister whose garments may not 
be so plain as my own. If | saw 
any thing that I conceived to be in- 
consistent with the simplicity that 
is in Christ, I would avail myself 
of some private interviéw, and, in 
the spirit of meekness and wisdom, 
suggest what I thought would make 
their characters appear more love- 
ly. In general, the exercise of 
good sense, a due regard to propri- 
ety, and the sanctions of religion, 
will be sufficient barriers to Chris- 
tians against a fanciful and expen- 
sive display of dress. The great 
thing is, to have the heart right— 
to be clothed with humility as a 
garment—to be adorned with the 
graces of the Spirit ; then our out- 
ward adorning will not occupy 
much of our attention. 

I hope that young Christians will 
daily remember, that it is infinitely 
more important to look at them- 
selves in the glass of God’s law, 
than in the glass at which they 
adorn their persons. If less time 
were employed at the latter, and 
more at the former, many who call 
themselves Christians would be 
greater ornaments to their profes- 
sion. lam no advocate for a slovy- 
enly disregard of your persons. 
Cleanliness and decency are almost 
the inseparable associates of reli- 
gion. But still you are mistaken if 
you think that a fine garment can 
gain you the esteem of the wise 
and good. Sweetness of temper, a 
cultivated mind, and uniform piety, 
will best secure you a place in their 
hearts. The worst of characters 
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may clothe themselyes in purple 
and fine linea. ‘These exterior ap- 
pendages are no proots of personal 
excellence. ‘They give no real 
elevation to your character or con- 
dition. 


And what’s a butterfly? at best, 
He’s but a Caterpillar drest. 
GAY. 


So man, in his greatest glory and 
splendour, is but dust and ashes, 
and will soon become a feast for 
worms.' When we reflect on the 
humble origin of our bodies, that 
they are formed of the dust of the 
ground; when we remember the 
melancholy event which first ren- 
dered dress necessary ; we shall be 
furnished with motives suficiently 
strong, not to be vain and proud 
of that which remains as a memori- 
al of the honour and dignity we 
have lost. 

I cannot conclInde my remarks 
without introducing a few lines from 
a fayourite poet, which express my 
own views, and, | trust, the views 
of many others on the subject ot 
dress. 


A heavenly mind 

May be indifferent to her house of clay, 

And slight the hovel, as peneath her 

care 5 

But how a bodv, so fantastic, trim, 

And quaint in its deportment and attire, 

Can lo'ge a heavenly mind—demards 
a doubt, CowPsR. 


ARIS'TARCHUS. 


For the American Baptist Magazine. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF Ebv- 
CATION. 


Tue subject of Education, es- 
pecially the education of spiritual 
teachers, as it is intimately con- 
nected with the morals of society, 
cannot fail to command an atten- 
live consideration. Some remarks 
have already been offered upon 
the importance of having a learned 
as well as pious ministry, in this 
skeptical age, 


High attainments in knowledge, 
though unnecessary fo moral recti- 
tude, or even to hich degrees of 
morai excellence, will render a 
good man more eminently useful, 
and will establish his own faith up- 
on a broader basis; will enable 
him to turn the engines of the en- 
emies of C hristianity against them- 
selves, and to convince them by 
the strength of his reasoning, as 
well as by the eloquence of ‘his 
virtaes. I would not wish, how- 
ever. fo insinuate, that any thing 
can supply the want of piety in a 
minister of the gospel. Nor can 
1 greatly admire the modesty or 
charity of those, who would thrust 
from the vineyard of our Lord, all 
the labourers, who have not gone 
throuch a particular routine of stud- 
ies, or who, in other words, have 
not had a college education. Ht 
would be presumptuous in us thus 
to limit the Almichty. 

As there is in us a natural ten- 
dency to extol any art or science 
in which we excel, it may not be un- 
profitable in this age, * distinguish- 
ed for the unparalleled diffusion 
of knowledge,” to reflect upon the 
insufficiency of human learning to 
** lead us in the way that is ever- 
lasting.” ‘The caveat of the apos- 
tle, “Beware lest any man spou 
you through philosop hy and vain 
deceit, after the traditions of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ,” will perhaps 
apply with as much force to Chris- 
tians of the present day as to the 
anctent Colossians. 
whatever kind. is useless, unless it 
conduct us to some valuable result, 
unless if influence our practice as 
well as our opinions. We find ac- 
cordingly, where great abilities are 
not united with piety, 


«That brightcer-reason prompts to beid- 
er crimes, {hearts,” 
And heav’nly talents make infernal 
Seiting aside revelation, we can 
learn our nature and character on- 
ly from the most critical observa- 
tions upon ourselves and others, 


Knowledge, of 
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Where then must we look for the 
most unaflected humility, the most 
ardent piety ? Where shall we find 
happier exemplifications of the be- 
nign influence of our religion than 
among the hardy yeomanry of our 
country? An humble peasant, 


““Whose soul proud science never 
taught to stray 
Far as the solar walk, or milky way,” 


but who is well instructed in the 
sacred oracles of truth, has more 
exalted and consistent views of a 
Deity, of his goveroment, laws 
and perfections, than the most en- 
lightened sages of antiquity. It is 
the glory of our religion that it 
was preached to the poor and illit- 
erate. The great truths and du- 
ties of Christianity may be compre- 
hended and practised by all. The 
first disciples of our Lord, though 
ignorant of the philosophy of the 
Lyceum, possessed every virtue 
that could elevate the man, every 
grace that could adorn the Chris- 
tian. And we have no reaten to 
believe that any one im modern 
times has fulfilled the great duties 
of “repentance towards God and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” with more sincerity of 
heart or purity of motive than did 
these unlettered fishermen. 

The general diffusion of knowl- 
edge, has not changed the nature 
of man. It has not arrested the 
arm of the assassin, banished law- 
less ambition from the human 
breast, or introduced among men 
the harmlessness of the dove, as 
well as the wisdom of the serpent. 
Crimes are not perpetrated less 
frequently, wars are not less com- 
mon and sanguinary, at present, 
than in former ages. Those, who 
by their fortunes are elevated above 
the common cares of life, and who 
are, or ought to be, the best in- 
formed part of society, are proba- 
bly the persons who more gener- 
ally give themselves up to sensual 
gratifications, substitute the laws of 
honour for the laws of God, and, by 
indolence and a general effeminacy 
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of manners, enervate their minds 
as well as their bodies. 

Voltaire and his infidel coadju- 
tors, with all their accumulated 
knowledge, are not to be compared 
for mora) purity, for rational views 
of * our heing’s end and aim,”’ with 
Socrates or Epictetus. The specu- 
lations of the scholar have little con- 
nexion with his practice. ‘Though 
he has explored the laws that gov- 
ern the natural world, has seen the 
wisdom as well as the power of 
the Creator in ten thousand ways 
which escape the vulgar eye, we 
do not find him more regular in his 
devotions, or more effectually con- 
trolling the evil propensities of 
his nature, than the honest farmer, 
whom perhaps he despises fer his 
ignorance, Can any one then be 
so blind to his own interest, or so 
partial to his own acquisitions, as 
to make learning the criterion of 
his virtue, the index of his moral 
improyement? Savage could moral- 
ize as well as Johnson. But we 
may store the memory with the 
most mportant truths, we may 
enlighten the understanding and 
convince the judgment, without 
reforming the heart. Whatever 
is purely intellectual, thongh it 
may furnish an inexhaustible fund 
of rational amusement, rarely 
proves a powerful incentive to 
noble and virtuous deeds. It will 
not confer upon us the characteris- 
tic graces of the Christian, it will 
conduct us to none but an Utopian 
paradise. While, therefore, it is 
our duty to “add to our virtue 
knowledge,” and to give all possi- 
ble encouragement to learning, we 
have no more right to trust to 
learning, than to our good works, 
for salvation. Learning should 
ever be made the handmaid of 
religion; and as she has proved 
such a powerful subsidiary to the 
cause of truth and righteousness, 
when employed in their defence, 
Christians cannot jn duty, reject her 
proffered aid. 
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Bissionary YPutelligence. 


BAPTIST CONVENTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Tue General Missionary Con- 
vention of the Baptist denomination 
in the United States, commenced 
theic triennial meeting, un the San- 
som street meeting-house, in Phila- 
delphia, on the 7th of May last, 
and continued in session uniil the 
14th. when having completed their 
business they adjourned, to meet 
again in that City on the last Wed- 
nesday in April, in the year of our 
Lord, 1320. 

As the public will shortly be 
eratified in seeing the Report at 
farge, we shall give our readers in 
this number, only a hasty abstract. 

Delegates were returned from 
missionary societies auxiliary to the 
General Conyention, from Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti- 
cut, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, 8, Carolina, Georgia, and 
Kentucky. Societies in some other 
States were represented by proxy. 

The Rev. Dr. Furman, of Charles- 
ton, S.C. was called to preside in 
the Convention, and the Rey. Mr. 
Sharp, of Boston, was chosen Sec- 
retary. Onthe evening of the same 
day, agreeably to appointment, an 
appropriate sermon was delivered 
before the Convention, by the Rey. 
Dr. Baldwin, of Boston, from John 
iv. 35, 36; after which a collection 
was taken for the Society. 

From Messrs. Judson and Hough, 
at Rangoon, accounts highly inter- 
esting were received. ‘The read- 
mg of these communications, pro- 
duced in the whole assembly, the 
most lively emotions of joy and 
gratitude. Every heart seemed to 
say, “* Thy kingdom come.” May 
the Saviour soon have the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the utmost 
parts of the earth for his possession. 

fur brethren in Burmah appear 


happy in each other, and happy in 
their situation. The more they be- 
come acquainted with the circum- 
stances of the ignorant idolaters a- 
round them, the more they seem to 
long for their conversion. Our es- 
teemed brother Judson, inthe true 
spirit of an apostolic missionary,not- 
withstanding his having remained a- 
lone in that heatlven land for nearly 
three years, declares, that weré 
there a ship ready tosail, and a pass- 
age offered him to his native land,and 
this with the consent of his breth- 
ren, he would not step on board, 
but would preter to die in Burmah. 

The honour of forming the first 
Christian church in this pagan em- 
pire, has been reserved for our A- 
merican missionaries, May ‘ this 
little one become a thousand, and 
this small one a strong nation.” 

Mrs. White, who went out with 
Mr. and Mrs. Hough, appears to be 
happily settled with Mr. Rewe, one 
of the Engish Baptist missionaries, 
at Dijah. 

A very affectionate and interest- 
ing Communication from Drs. Carey 
and Marshman, and the Rev. Mr. 
Ward, expressive of theircordial co- 
operation with us, in wh: «ver re- 
lates to the Burman mission, was re- 
ceived and read in the Convention. 

amiable young men haye 
also offered themselves as missios- 
aries to the East. heir commu- 
nications, which were of a charac- 
ter highly interesting, were read 
both in the Convention and Board, 
and met with the most decided ap- 
probation. They will probably sail 
in the course of the present season, 
for the Burman empire. 

Another object of nearly equal 
importance, presented itself to the 
consideration of the Convention, 
viz, the establishment of a Domes- 
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tic mission. 'The condition of our 
Western territory seemed loudly 
to call for missionary aid. In this, 
as in the mission to India, divine 
Providence seemed to lead the way. 
The Rev. Mr. Ranaldson, late of 
North Carolina, had removed to 
New Orleans; and Messrs. Peck 
and Welch, who had for some time 
been under the care of the Rev. Dr. 
Staughton, tendered their services 
to the Board, and were accepted ; 
the former to locate himself in the 
neighbourhood of New Orleans, 
and the latter at St. Louis, west of 
the Mississippi river, near the junc- 
ation of the Missouri, and to visit the 
Indian tribes in the vicinity. 

The Convention having adjourn- 
ed on the 14th. the day following, 
the brethren who had been elect- 
ed members of the Board met, 
and organized their body by choos- 
ing the following officers, viz. 


THOMAS BALDWIN, D.D. of 
Boston, President. 

Tuomas Esq. of Philadel- 
phia, Ist Vice-President. 
Hon. B. Tatumaner, of 

New-York, 2nd V. President. 
Rev. Rozert B. Sempre, of Virgin- 
ia, 3d Vice-President. 
Burciss D.D. of Burling- 
ton, N. J. 4th Vice-President. 
Staverton, D.D. of Phil- 
adelphia, @orresponding Sec’ ry. 
Rev. Horatio G. Jones, of Pennsyl- 
vania, Recording Secretary. 
And Joun Ese. of N. 
York, Treasurer. 


The meetings, both of the Con- 
vention and Board, were harmoni- 
ous and pleasant. During the 
whole period, for ten nights in suc- 
cession, there was publick preach- 
ing in the Sansom-street meeting- 
house, and on several of the even- 
ings in nearly all the Baptist Meet- 
ing-houses in the city. A prayer 
meeting was also held at six in the 
morning, during the greater part 
of the session of the Convention 
and Board. 

We may truly add, that the two 
Lord’s-days that intervened, were 
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peculiarly pleasant and interesting. 
On the first, the ordinance of bap- 
tism in the apostolic mode, was ad- 
ministered by the pastor of the San- 
son-Street Church, to seven men 
and women, on profession of their 
faith, in presence of a numerous 
and solemn audience. ‘Towards 
the close of the same day, this nu- 
merous and respectable church, to- 
gether with a large number of min- 
istering brethren, collected from 
the distance of eleven hundred 
miles, all, as we trust, united in 
sentiment and affection, sat down 
together at the table of our com- 
mon Lord. ‘This was aseason long 
to be remembered. 

At the close of the morning 
service of the second Lord’s day, 
Mr. Walker, a member of that 
church, was solemnly ordained to 
the work of the gospel ministry. 
The Rey. Mr. Sharp preached from 
Psalm cxix. 97; Dr. Staughton pro- 
posed the usual questions; Dr. 
Furman prayed at the laying on 
of hands; Dr. Baldwin addressed 
the candidate, and presented him 
the right hand of fellowship; and 
the Rey. John Williams gave the 
charge. ‘The season was delight- 
fully solemn. 

At five, P.M. the people assem- 
bled again, to witness the setting 
apart of Messrs. Peck and Welch 
for the Western Mission. Dr. 
Furman preached from Acts xiii. 2. 
The usual questions were proposed 
by the pastor, and answered by the 
brethren. Prayer was then offer- 
ed up, by Rev. Dr. Baldwin. ‘The 
Rey. Mr. Mercer addressed a sol- 
emn charge to the missionaries, 
(then standing in the aisle,) and Dr. 
Staughton very affectionately ten- 
dered the right hand. All the min- 
istering brethren present united in 
the same apostolic ceremony, ex- 
pressing their devout wishes, that 
the good-will of Him who dwelt in 
the bush, might accompany them 
in all their journeyings and labours. 
These various services produced 
much tenderness in the minds of 
the audience, and led each one on 
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retiring to say, This has been a members from the Northern and 
good day. Eastern States went on board the 


In the evening, a funeral sermon, 
occasioned by the death of Dr. Al- 
lison, a young physician of much 
promise, and son of Rey. Dr. Alli- 
son, was delivered by the pastor of 
the church. ‘This was our last 

ublick meeting, while in the city, 
and probably, to some of us, the 
Jast we shall ever enjoy together 
on earth. 

On Monday, at twelve o’clock, 
accompanied by a large number of 
brethren and sisters, from the dif- 
ferent churches in the city, the 


Steam boat. As the time of sepa- 
ration drew near, the tenderest ex- 
pressions of good-will, and devout 
wishes for each others’ spiritual 
prosperity, were reciprocated from 
every heart. At length the signal 
was given to remove the plank 
which united as to the shore, and 
we bid a last adieu to our dear 
friends, 

The kind and generous atten- 
tions to the Convention during their 
stay in Philadelphia will long be 
remembered with gratitude. 
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Extract of « letter from the Rev. Dr. 

Carey, to one of the Ediiors. 
My dear Brother, 

1 cannor let the opportunity of 
the departure of Capt. Wells from 
this port, pass without dropping 
you aline. ‘This, however, must 
necessarily be short for want of 
time ; but what is wanting in this 
will, [| hope, be supplied by the 
Circular Letters which | send here- 
with. 

Generally speaking, the cause of 
our Redeemer gains considerable 
ground in India. ‘The number of 
Jabourers is much increased, and 
the opportunities of making known 
the gospel are multiplied; and as 
it respects the European popula- 
tion, and those born of European 
fathers by native women, there is 
a great and visible change for the 
better. I wish I could say as much 
about the native Heathens and Mus- 
Sulmans; but here, thorgh the 
whole aggregate number of those 
who from among them have been 
converted to God, is considerable, 
yet they are widely scattered about 
the different provinces, and appear 
among the vast population of In- 
dia, as only a few drops in compar- 
ison of the ocean. These scatter- 
ed few are, however, our crown 


of rejoicing. We bless God for 


them, and consider them as an 
earnest of a still more copious 
Larvest. The Lord can raise up 
greater numbers from among them 
to declare his praise, and stand 
forth in the midst of idolatry and 
sin to bear a testimony ior his 
name. His faithfulness and power 
lay a foundation for our hope of 
that success at last which he has 
so graciously promised in his holy 
word; on these we depend, and 
in his name we lif: up our banner. 

Our brother and sister Hough 
are, I trust, at Rangoon before 
now ; they left this in September, 
and the weather has been favour- 
able almost eversince. » [received 
a letter from brother Judson about a 
week ago, dated in August. in which 
he informs me that the printing- 
press and all the articles consigned 
to him by brother Hough when he 
left the ship in which he was first 
going, had sately arrived, and that 
he was anxiously expecting his ar- 
rival also, that they may begin to 
print and disperse something that 
will be useful. Brother Judson 
had been ill, but was recovering 
at the date of his letter. If trust 
the Lord will watch over that muis- 
sion, and ultimately set up his king- 
com in that land of crnelty and ig- 
horance, so that nothing shall be 
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able to resist its progress, or to 
prevail against it. [ hope our 
American brethren will strengthen 
the attempts making in that quar- 
ter, and consider the «Zastern Pe- 
ninsula of India as that division of 
the earth which talls to their share. 

You will see what is doing in the 
translation of the Scriptures, into 
the different languages of India. 
This part of the work almost ex- 
clusively occupies my time and ex- 
ertions. I sometimes hope I shall 
live to see a foundation laid for all 
the nations of the East to read and 
hear, in their own tongues, the won- 
derful works of God. But the 
work is great, and the flesh some- 
times flags. I need a persevering 
spirit, and a mind superior to all 
the opinions and prejudices of men. 
For it is a fact verified in this as 
well as other works, that “* for eve- 
ry right work a man is envied of 
his neighbours.” This, however, 
is with me but a small thing, and 
should only operate to make me 
more circumspect. 

Accept my thanks for the pamph- 
lets you have sent me from time to 
time. Every thing respecting A- 
merica is of high importance at the 
present time. A letter from broth- 
er Rice informs me that you are 
thinking of a mission to the Ameri- 
can Indians.—This is exclusively 
your province. [I hope the trans- 
lation of the word of God into their 
languages will not be overlooked. 

Accept the assurance that I am 


Yours, very affectionately, 
W. Carey. 


NATIVE SCHOOLS IN INDIA. 


Serampore, Dec. 26, 1816. 
My dear brother Baldwin, 

I now write you to express our 
Christian affection, and to entreat 
your co-operation in one of the 
three grand means by which we 
trust the cause of God will spread 


/ 
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in India; I refer to Native Schools. 
To these, in conjunction with Mis- 
sion Stations and the Translation of 
the Scriptures, we look, under the 
Divine blessing, as to the means. 
But as one friend prefers suppert- 
ing the Translations rather than 
Mission Stations, so another may 
prefer Schools. We have there- 
fore now matured a plan for Native 
Scltools, and. intend sacredly to de- 
vote to that object alone, whatever 
may be given for that purpose ei- 
ther in India, America, or Britain. 
May we therefore, my dear broth- 
er, consider you as our Agent in 
Boston and its neighbourhood, for 
Native Schools, and request you 
kindly to circulate the accompany- 
ing “plan,” either by publishing 
it alone, or in your useful Magazine, 
and to transmit to us what may be 
the funds of our dear brethren’s 
liberality relative to this object? 
The door is open—the schools are 
acceptable beyond ali other things 
to the natives, young and old; and 
nothing but want of funds keeps us 
from extending them far and wide. 
We do what we can from our own 
labour, but this has its limits, and 
we must look to the friends of God 
and man in India, America, and Brit- 
ain, relative to this object as well 
astranslations. vou more would 
be needless ; for we know, my dear 
brother, that in all these things you 
are ready to do more than we say. 
1 will only add, that any individual 
friend who wishes to support one 
school, shall have one appropriated 
to him. 

Iam, my beloved brother, ever 
most affectionately Yours, 

J. Marsuman. 


[te The object brought to view in 
the preceding communication we 
deem to be a most interesting one ; 
and we hope it will receive, from a 
generous public, the attention which 
us unportance demands. } 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS. 


[The following article cannot fail of 
gratifying, in the highest degree, the 
numerous friends of the Missionary 
Society ; as it confirms the former 
accounts of success in the Seuth-Sea 
Islands, and shews that the work of 
God in that part of the wérld is still 
progressing. It may also be hoped 
that the resumption of authority by 
Pomare will be conducive to the furth- 
erance of the cause of Christianity.] 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Marspen, Paramatta, New 
South Wales, dated June 7, 1816. 


‘A vesse. has just arrived from 
the Society Islands, but has brought 
no letters for me or for your Soci- 
ety: they are on board another 
vessel which is not yet arrived. 

‘Il have scen a letter from Mr. 
Davis to my colleague, the Rev. 
W. Cowper, which contains the 
most flattering accounts. I haye 
conversed with the master of the 
vessel, and others who have come 
in her, on the subject of the mis- 
sion, and all accounts agree that a 
most wonderful change has been 
produced in all the Society Islands ; 
and the spread of the gospel seems 
to be almost universal. I think we 
have never read, since the Apos- 
tles’ days, of the gospel spreading 
in so wonderful a manner as it has 
done lately in these Islands. Pom- 
are is become a great man and a 
pious Christian; and shews the 
work of grace to be real from the 
whole of his conduct. I under- 
stand he is now a sovereign once 
more. His enemies made an attack 
upon him and his people on the 
Sabbath day, when they imagined 
they would not defend themselves ; 
but Pomare felt it his duty to fight 
on the Sabbath, in defence of him- 
self and subjects. In this battle he 
obtained a complete victory, and 
took many prisoners, whose lives 
he spared, contrary to their custom, 


- Which has had the most happy ef- 


fect upon the minds of his enemies, 
Vol. 18 


as it has convinced them that the 
new religion is a merciful religion. 
Many have joined him from the ef- 
fects of his clemency. 

‘ The particular circumstances of 


these events may be expected 
shortly. 


‘We cannot but rejoice that eight 
missionaries and their wives, are 
now on their way to the South Sea 
Islands, where their assistance ig 
so imperiously called for. Their 
names are Threlkeld, Ellis, Ors- 
mond, Barff, Darling, Platt, Will- 
iams, and Bourne.’ 


AFRICA. 


A ceTrer from Mr. Read was 
lately received, dated at Graff Rey- 
nett, Aug. 26, 1816, about three 
weeks after the former, when he 
was on his way to Latakoo, with six 
waggons and about thirty members 
of the church at Bethelsdorp: ma- 
ny earnest prayers, he says, are of- 
fered daily ; and he adds, ‘I hope 
our friends in England will contin- 
ue to remember us at a throne of 
grace.’ 

He further informs us that there 
is a prospect of success among the 
Bushmen ; and he was about to pro- 
ceed to Thornberg, the missionary 
station, on his way. 

As to Graff Reynett, he says, 
‘Religion continues to flourish 
here. A preacher has been raised 
up, whose labours are much bless- 
ed. *L preach,’ he says, ‘in 
Dutch every evening, and endeay- 
our to plead the cause of the hea- 
then. The mission to the Caffres 
seems to have had a wonderful ef- 
fect in the colony. I had to relate 
every circumstance, the other eve- 
ning, to a crowded auditory; [ think 
it may have a good effect, and not 
only here, but also at Griqua town, 
and even at Latakoo. 

I have just received a letter from 


Bethelsdorp, where all is well, and 
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the work of God flourishing. A 
letter also has been received from 


, Mr. Williams, who says he had ar- 


rived at his station in Caffraria, and 
that all is well. 


A Letter has lately been receiv- 

ed from Mr. Ebner, the missionary 
employed at Arricaner’s Krall, da- 
ted Aug. 28, 1816, from which the 
following extracts are made: 
©Very interesting must be the 
good news from the shores of Afri- 
ca to you, and to every one who 
loves the Lord Jesus and his word 
—very interesting, that so many 
sinners are converted to Christ, our 
beloved Saviour, whose arms are 
still stretched out to embrace them, 
and Africa is also stretching out its 
desiring hands to their blessed God 
and Redeemer. I never found the 
word so impressive on the hearts 
of my hearers, as since | have been 
here with Africaner. The Spirit of 
God works with power upon their 
hearts. Iam astonished; I cannot 
describe what I have experienced 
since I came hither.’ 

Mr. Ebner then refers to the 
conduct of a person of influence, 
who bad once been friendly, but 
had not only refused to attend the 
preaching of the word, but had 


used his influence to prevent oth- 


ers, and whose. hostilicy was great- 
ly feared. The missionary, how- 
‘ever, after fervent prayer to God 
for success, went to the residence 
of that person, accompanied by 
four of his pious people, when, by 
the blessing of God on his prayers, 
‘preaching, and conversation, the 
adversary was softened, and be- 
came a friend. On which Mr. Eb- 
ner says, * Thanks be to God for 
his almighty assistance. He is the 
governor of the world, the ruler 
of our hearts, the friend of needy 


sinners, aud their helper in all 


their distresses! We have seen his 
hand. God our Saviour has been 
with us and strengthened us: and if 


he be for us, who can be against us ?” 
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The converted natives, around 
Mr. Ebner’s residence, thus express 
themselves :— 

‘In Jesus we find all our life, 
comfort, joy, peace, and happiness, 
Without Jesus we cannot live: 
were we to be again without him, 
we should lose our immortal souls. 
There is no refuge, nor help, nor 
rest, nor salvation, but in our gra- 
cious Redeemer.’ 

‘I find, by constant experience, 
that nothing makes so much im- 
pression on the hearts of my hear- 
ers, as speaking to them of the dy- 
ing love of Christ—-what he did 
for poor sinners—his great pa- 
tience, and long suffering ;—that 
breaks their hearts—that melts 
them into tears. so that old and 
young frequently cry out, ‘ Jesus, 
help us!’ 

Mr. Ebner speaks of several 
meetings held about Whitsuntide, 
in which the people were deeply 
affected, much in the same manner 
as was related of the people at 
Bethelsdorp, a few years ago; ma- 
ny weeping. some falling prostrate 
on the ground, and others ut- 
tering strong cries; so that he 
was sometimes obliged to desist 
from speaking. On one occa- 
sion he says, ‘When I was pro- 
nouncing the blessing of the Lord on 
three persons who had been bap- 
tized, a general weeping commen- 
ced: all went out one by one, and 
I was left alone, (like our Lord, 
John vui. 9.) I stood amazed, say- 
ing to myself, What meaneth this ! 
When I returned to my house, I 
found some of them praying, oth- 
ers with their eyes fixed on the 
ground, and others lay upon it as if 
they were about to expire. But it 
is impossible to describe the scene ; 
he who never saw such a one, can- 
not form an idea of it, and probably 
some will not believe it. And be- 
cause similar circumstances occnr- 
red elsewhere (meaning at Bethels- 
dorp) I was unwilling to write this, 
fearing that some would discred- 
ti the relation; yet, on second 
thoughts, I determmed to write the 
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truth. You, my dear fathers, will 
doubtless rejoice ; and how would 
it gladden your hearts could you 
see and hear these poor people off- 
ering up their prayers with burn- 
ing zeal.’ 

It may be expected that these 
converts, so lately rude and un- 
taught savages, will express them- 
selves in a manner very different 
from ours; but the following are 
remarkably striking, while perhaps 
they will extort a smile: 

Oid Africaner thits expressed 
himself :—I am glad that | am de- 
livered. I have long enough been 
the horse of the devil, who em- 
ployed me in his service ; but now 
i am free from his bondage. Jesus 
hath delivered me, him will Iserve, 
and with him | will abide.” Now, 
like Anna, who departed not from 
the temple, he does not omit attend- 
ance on any religious service. 

Some of the converts thus de- 
scribe the heart of man: ‘ Our 
heart, say they, is, by nature, like 
a Tendeldoos, a tinder-box. When 
the box is shut, there is no life in 
the tinder; but as soon as we open 
the box, and strike with the flint 
and steel, the sparks enkindle the 
tinder. ‘Thus is our heart, by na- 
ture, shut up, like the box, and 
dead in trespasses and sins; but 
when the Spirit of God comes, he 


opens the heart, takes away the 


cover, and kindles it with his heav- 
enly sparks.’ 

They allude also to the custom 
of serpents. ‘When the serpent 
creeps out of her old skin, she for- 
sakes also her old hole, and never 
returns to it again; thus, say they, 
we must skin off our old sins; creep 
out of our old state; live a new 
life; and never more return to our 
former state.” 

Mr. Ebner says, he has now about 
fifty hearers, andabout thirty attend 
the school; but he has reason to 
expect a considerable addition ; 
others, before refered to, haying 
been kept back. ‘If you could 
See,’ says Mr. E. ‘ the great hunger 
and thirst of the people for the 
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word, you would heartily rejoice, 
1 can almost say, with our Saviour, 
‘Where much is forgiven, they 
love much; and with the apostle 


Paul, *‘ Where sin abounded, grace — 


doth much more abound.’ 

Whoever recoilects that on this 
spot, where Africaner was once 
the terror of the surrounding coun- 
try, a Christian church is esiablish- 
ed, will heartily rejoice and give 
glory to God. 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED 
BRETHREN. 


Tue Seventy-sixth Number of 
the Periodical Accounts of the Mis- 
sions of this int resting community 


has been published. We shall : 
briefly notice a few particulars con- 


tained it. 
1. Laprapor. From Hopedale 
the Missionaries write, on the 30th 
July, 1815, as follows:— 
Lord has dealt verys¢ra- 
ciously with our small congregation 
of Esquimaux, as well as with us 
his unworthy servants, since we 
addressed you last year. He has 
regarded us in love and mercy. 
His work in the hearts of the Es- 
quimaux, carried on by means of 
the preaching of the saving gos- 
pel, has been successful; and the 
greater part of our communicants 
have in particular increased in the 
knowledge of themselves. and of 
the unchangeable love and faithful- 
ness of our Saviour towards them, 
so that they unite with us in thank- 


ing him for haying sought and found | 


them, and made them partakers of 
the salvation so dearly purchased 
for them by his sufferings and death, 
which has rendered them truly 
happy. For this mercy bestowed 
upon them, they thank him with 
many tears,and withthe deepest hu- 
miliation. We have reason to re- 


joice at the walk and conversation 


of most of our brethren and sisters. 
The schools have been diligently 
attended, and the children shew a 
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disposition for improvement. We 
confidently trust, that our Saviour 
will bestow yet more abundant 
grace on the Esquimaux converts, 
to the praise and glory of his name.”’ 

“Ourcongregation of Esquimaux 
consists at present of 57 baptized 
adults, of which number 44 are com- 
municants, and five candidates for 
the communion ; besides 45 baptiz- 
ed children, and five candidates for 
baptism: in all, 107 persons. In- 
clusive of 21 unbaptized persons, 
the number of inhabitants in Hope- 
dale amounts to 128. Our heaven- 
ly Father has richly supplied their 
temporal wants, so that none have 
had to suffer hunger.” , 

From Nain, on the 12th of Au- 
gust, 1815, they write, that “ three 
persons have been admitted to the 
holy communion; four became 
candidates for it; two adults and 
four children have been baptized; 
and three added to the candidates 
for baptism. Ourcongregationcon- 
sists of 129 persons. Besides these, 
37, including children, live on our 
premises; making a total of 166 

ersons. 

“The schools have been con- 
tinued as usual, and diligently at- 
tended both by children and adults. 
They have been particularly bless- 
ed to the latter. In reviewing the 
state of our Esquimaux Congrega- 
tion, we find abundant cause to thank 
our Saviour for the grace bestowed 
upon them; but also reason to 
mourn on account of the hurts, faults, 
and defects which frequently ap- 

ear. ‘The consciousness of our 
own insufficiency also urges us to 
apply to the Throne of Grace, to 
seek for support and forgiveness 
from our merciful Sayiour. He 
has preserved us Missionaries in 
love and harmony with each other; 
granted us his blessing in temporal 
¢oncerns, and let us perceive his 
peace, as well in our family deyo- 
tions, as also when pouring out our 
hearts in secret prayer before him. 
The word of the Cross, which we 
proclaim to the Esquimaux, bas al- 


so approved itself to their hearts 
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as the power of God unto salvation, 
so that we are enabled to say, to 
the praise oi our Saviour, that they 
have gained ground in the saving 
knowledge of the gospel.” 

‘** With regard to the subsistence 
of our Esquimaux, we mention with 
pleasure that they have suffered no 
want this year.” 

‘The British and Foreign Bible 
Society having expressed their wil- 
lingness to print detached parts of 
the holy Scriptures, translated into 
the Esquimaux language, we this 
year send the Acts of the Apostles, 
requesting our brethren to forward 
this work to be printed, and to at- 
tend to correcting the press. We 
also beg you to return our most 
cordial thanks to the above named 
benevolent Society.” 

From Okkak, on the 30th Au- 
gust, they write as follows :— 

“The preaching of the gospel 
of the atonement made by the blood 
and death of Jesus has been attend- 
ed with the demonstration of the 
Spirit, and of power. Many of our 
Esquimaux have increased in the 
knowledge of themselves, and of 
that precious salvation so dearly 
purchased for ns. We have often 
most blessedly perceived the pres- 
ence of the Lord at our meetings, 
and peculiarly so during festival 
seasons, and at the baptisin of adults. 
The powerful effects of the word 
of the Cross upon the most obdurate 
human hearts, are frequently wit- 
nessed by us. 

“The children and young peo- 
ple have given us much pleasure ; 
and there is a cheering hope of 
their prospering for the Lord. 
They shew diligence, and a great 
desire to learn in the schools, have 
made good progress in reading, and 
often speak to us of the pleasure it 
affords them to be able to read the 
Scriptures at home. May our Sa- 
viour perfect his good work in all- 
their hearts, and grant that they 
may be more and more rooted and 
established in his grace! We can 
with truth declare, that noftwith- 
standing our many infirmities and 
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imperfections, the work of the Lord 
proceeds in blessing. As to the 
outward subsistence of the Esqui- 
maux, we have reason to be thank- 
ful to our heavenly Father, who 
has mercifully provided for their 
wants, and granted them success in 


catching fish and seals in nets, &c. 


‘Since last year, six adults and 
ten children have been baptized ; 
eleven persons have been admitted 
to the holy communion, and twelve 
to the class of candidates for bap- 
tism. The congregation at Okkak 
consists of 179 persons; and the 
whole number of inhabitants is two 
hundred and eighty-six.” 

[I]. Jamaica. ‘The Missionaries 
mention eight estates on this island, 
on which they are labouring with 
considerable success. Of one ot 
these estates they observe— 

‘The number of our hearers at 
Carme! is on the increase, and the 
preaching ot the gospel evinces its 
power on the hearts of the Ne- 
groes, which also appears in their 
moral conduct. Some walk in true 
fellowship with our Saviour; oth- 
ers are mourning on account of sin, 
and seeking salvation in Jesus. Of 
the latter class there are about 
200.” 

Again; ‘The awakening spreads 
more and more; and we entertain 
hopes that our Saviour will now 
gather a rich harvest in Jamaica.” 

Ill. Surinam. Mr. Langballe re- 
aa (Oct. 30, 1815,) that the num- 

er of converted Negroes was on 
the increase at Paramaribo and 
Hoop. 

IV. NortH America. The Chris- 
tian Indians who had been driven 
from Fairfield, when that place was 
destroyed, had returned thither to 
the number of 109, and were resid- 
ing in huts. A chapel was erected, 
and opened m a solemn manner on 
the 17th of September, 1815. The 
other missions at Goshen, and among 
the Cherokees, at Spring place, had 
been undisturbed. ‘The mission 
among the Creeks had been aban- 
doned, owing to the unsettled state 
of the country. 
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Y. Gnreenztanp. In June 1815, 
the three missionary settlements 
had continued undisturbed. The 
mission was on the whole in a pros- 
perous state. ‘The number of con- 
verts was, in Newherrnhut 356 ; in 
Lichtenfels 299, and in Lichtenau, 
455. 

‘“‘Some heathen Greenlanders 
had been at Newherrnhut, but did 
not appear to be much impressed 
with the truths of the gospel de- 
clared to them. At Lichtenau, on 
the other hand, several visiting hea- 
then heard the word of God with 
joy, and testified a desire to be con- 
verted to Jesus: tive of them had 
been baptized.”’ 

VI. Sarerpra. missionaries 
from this settlement have gone to 
reside among the ‘lorgutsk horde 
of Calmucks, with a view to acquire 
their language, as preparatory to 
preaching the Gospel to them. 
They have already made consider- 
able proficiency init. One of their 
objects is to distribute such portions 
of the New Testament, among the 
Calmucks, as may be published by 
the Bible Society. 
the horde was much pleased, when 
presented with two copies of the 
Caimuck version of St. Matthew's 
gospel, sent to him by Prince Ga- 
litzin, who at the same time warmly 
recommended the missionaries to 
his attention. | 

VII. Care or Goop Horr. Mr. 
Latrobe lett this country to visit 
the missionary establishments at the 


Cape of Good Hope, on the Ist of 


October 1815, accompanied by tivo 
married missionaries their 
wives and two single missionaries. 
They arrived at the Cape on the 
24th of December. Having ¢on- 
ferred with the Governor Lord 
Charles Somerset, the Colonial Sec- 
retary, Mr. Alexander, and other® 
on the affairs of the mission, from 
all of whom he appears to have ex- 
perienced a friendly reception, Mr. 
Latrobe proceeded first to Gruen- 
ekloof, where he had the pleasuré 
to baptize a Hottentot woman, the 
daughter of old Captain Klapmus. 


The chief of 
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of Laweskloof; and afterwards to 
Gnadenthal. 

“The sight of this truly prosper- 
ous settlement, where the preach- 
ing of the gospel has been attend- 
ed with effects which in general ap- 
pear so extraordinary, could not 
fail to excite the most lively sensa- 
tions of astonishment and delight in 
the mind of brother Latrobe, w°o 
had been for so many years active- 
ly connected with it. He regret- 
ted to find on his arrival, that great 
part of this large congregation 
(1300 in number) was absent, being 
engaged with the farmers in the 
harvest. This, indeed, was also the 
case at Gruenekloof. About six 
hundred, however, attended the 
church, which is large and well 
built, and superiour to most parish 
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churches in the colony: and the 
devotion manifested by all, togeth- 
er with the lively and melodious 
singing, for which our Hottentot 
converts are remarkable, proved 
to him a source of uncommon de- 
light and edification.” 

Having made all his arrange- 
ments, Mr. Latrobe left the Cape 
on the 17th of October last, in the 
Zebra sloop of war, and arrived in 
this country on the 10th of Decem- 
ber. He has brought home mate- 
rials, the work both of his pen and 
pencil, for communicating to the 
public much interesting informa- 
tion. He has been obliged, how- 
ever, in the first instance, to pro- 
ceed to Herrnhut, to attend the 
Elders’ Conference of the Unity. 


DOMESTIC MISSION. 


MASSACHUSETTS BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
* Tue Annual Meeting of this Society was heldin Boston, May 28th. 1817. The 


business of the Society was conducted with great unammity of sentiment and fee'ing. 
A zealous concern for the prosperity of Missions was displayed, and the countenances 
of the brethren who were present, seemed to afford a pledge, that they would return 
to their respective scenes of labour, and use their influence to increase the funds and 
patronage of the Society. 

A: 9 o’clock, A. M. a sermon was delivered by Mr. Peak of Newburyport, ‘‘On 
the necessity of a divine agency tO give success to the ministry of th: word” After 
prayer by the President, the Secretary read the Report of the Board, containing an 
account of the state of the Society, the number, and labours of the Missionaries emp] oy- 
ed during the past year, which was accepted, and ordered to be printed in the American 
Baptist Magazine. 


REPORT of the Trustees of the Massacuuserrs Baptist Missionary 
Society. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 

‘l'une approach of another anni- 
versary makes it again our duty 
to address you. While others are 
employed in recording the triumphs 
of the Cross upon the plains of Hin- 
dostan, we are called to speak of 
the prosperity of Zion in this the 
land ef our forefathers. - Though 
domestic success be less brilliant, it 
is not less important. It should be 
our aim to view in a proper light 
the claims of India and America. 
While we would be the last to en- 


feeble any exertion for sending the 
gospel to India, we still think it 
our indispensable duty to enforce 
upon you the necessity of remem- 
bering your kinsfolk according to 
the flesh. They have claims upon 
your Christian benevolence, which 
nothing but the most active and la- 
borious exertions for their salvation 
can discharge. While your former 
zeal in the missionary cause gives 
us the surest presage of the activity 


of your future benevolence, we pro- . 


ceed to lay before you the transac- 
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tions of the year which is now 
brought to a close. 

Rev. Mr. Cummings, in a tour of 
4 months, has visited several of the 
Islands on the coast of the District 
of Maine. The principal of these 
are Grand Manan, Campo Bello, 
and St. Andrews. Of Grand Ma- 
nan he remarks, ** This Island is 21 
miles in length; and near it are 
several other inhabited islands, the 
whole containing not much less 
than 100 families. No missionary 
and scarcely any. other minister had 
ever been here before. With re- 
spect to religion, [ found the people 
in a miserable state.” 

Rey. Mr. Peak, of Newburyport, 
has repeatedly visited in the des- 
titute parts of New-Hampshire. 
The following is a quotation of his 
letter to the Board. “We need 
more labourers. In the lower 
part of New-Hampshire, there are 
sixteen towns destitute of preach- 
ing, which depend principally on 
Missionaries for supplies. It cer- 
tainly is no time for us to hie still, 
while Providence has furnished us 
with so ample a field for our exer- 
tions.” 

In Vermont, we have employed 
Rev. Charles Brooks upon a tour 
of three months. His preaching 
in Wilmington has been blessed by 
the great Head of the church, to 
the conversion of nearly one hun- 
dred and eighty souls. How rich 
a harvest! Were this all that the 
Society ever reaped, how amply 
would all her toils be rewarded, 
For particulars, we refer vou to 
Rev. Mr. Brooks’ letter, page 114 
of the present volume of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Magazine. 

Rev. John Gibson has laboured 
for six months in Rhode Island. He 
has travelled over a great part of 
that State, declaring the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ. 

Rev. Ephraim Butler has been ap- 
pointed a tour of two months in the 
north-easterly part of the State of 
New-York. He has laboured in 
the neighbourhood of Plattsbure, 
Chazy, and Burlington, and has 


been blessed with very considera- 
ble success. 

Rey. P. P. Roots has laboured for 
six months in the northern part of 
Steuben, in Tioga, Oneida, Onon- 
dago, and Jefferson counties in the 
State of New-York. He has spent 
some time in Sackett’s Harbour ; 
and has been employed in dispen- 
sing the gospel to the soldiery. 
He has also extended his labours to 
several towns on the shore of Lake 
Ontario. The settlers in the west- 
ern part of N. York are described 
as perishing for lack of- knowledge. 
The universal cry is, Come over 
and help us. ‘The people here, it 
is believed, would willingly unite in 
assistant Missionary Societies, and 
thus in part defray the expenses of 
labourers sent among them. 

Rev. Mr. Goff has also for three 
months been employed as a mis- 
sionary im the western part of 
New-York ; and principally in the 
counties of Ontario, Steuben, Al- 
legany, and Gennesee. He re- 
marks, **The country through 
which I travelled was very destitut® 
of preachers of the gospel. The 
people were very thankful to the 
Society for sending labourers a- 
mong them. They prayed that 
you would continue to send faithful 
ministers to those who are destitute 
of the blessings which the people 
of older countries enjoy.” 


In Louisiana we have employed 


Rev. Mr. Davis for six months. 


From the latest information, we un- — 


derstand he is labouring in Natch- 
es, on the banks of the Missisippi, 
where a Baptist church has been 
formed which is in a flourishing 
state. 

In addition to these, we have em- 
ployed the following brethren for 
the terms aflixed to their respec- 
tive names. months. 
Rey. lsaiah Stone, 
Henry Kendall, 
Cyrus Andrews, 
Nathantel Robinson, 
Robert Low, 
Barnabas Perkins, 
Samuel Curtis, 
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ms. 
Andrew Sherburne, 6 
* Romeo Elton, 6 
Ephraim Butler, 3 
David Pease, 6 
John Peak, © 2 
Nehemiah Lamb, 3 
Samuel Churchill, 6 
Ruel Lathrop, 13 
Phineas Pillsbury, 3 
Asa Niles, 1% 


The number of those who have 
been appointed missionaries by the 
Society during the past year is 
twenty five. The number of 
months to which we have appoint- 
ed missionary labour is ninety. If 
no person but brother Elton has de- 
clined, the compensation for mis- 
sionary labours during the past year 
will amount to two thousand and 
sixteen dollars. From many of 
those to whom we have sent ap- 
pointments we have heard nothing, 
and therefore we have not an op- 
portunity of being so particular 
in our detail of their services as we 
otherwise could have wished. 

From this very imperfect sketch, 
however, you see that something 
has been done. The gospel has 
been preached in a few destitute 
places; but how immense is the 
extent of our country to which its 
gladsome sound has never reached. 
Our labours have been chiefly con- 
fined to New-England, and New- 
York, where the proportion of 
ministers to the number of people 
is greater than in any other part of 
the United States. Even in this fa- 
voured part of our country, we 
learn from our missionaries that 
many are deplorably destitute of 
religious instraction. What then 
must be the condition of our South- 
ern, and Western brethren, to 
whom the gospel is so very seldom 
sent. There isstill the most press- 
ing necessity for active and zeal- 
eus Christian benevolence. The 
command of Christ, “Go and preach 
the gospel to every creature,”’ is 
not less imperious now than when 
first delivered. The same holy 
zeal which prompted the primitive 

* Declined. 
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Christians to carry the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ to the ancient 
Gentile lands, and which has 
so lately induced some of our 
brethren to visit the plains of Hin- 
dostan, and the regions of Africa, 
can never suffer us to lie inactive, 
whilst our fellow countrymen, our 
brethren, are perishing for lack of 
knowledge. But in order that 
your efforts may bear some small 
proportion to the exigencies of the 
case, let us see what is the religious 
state of a great part of our coun- 
try. As your attention has so fre- 
quently been called to this. subject, 
we shall barely mention a few facts, 
In Maine, we have been informed 
by one of our missionaries, there 
are individuals of twenty-five years 
of age who never have heard a 
sermon. 

‘In the immense territory of 
Louisiana, there are but two Meth- 
odist circuits, there is but one Bap- 
tist preacher, and out of New Or- 
leans but two or three Presbyterian 
ministers. This territory proba- 
bly contains 80 or 90 thousand in- 
habitants.” 

* Of the state of religion in Hen- 
derson county, Kentucky,” the fol- 
lowing extract inform us. 
** There are multitudes in the mot- 
ley, mixed population of this West- 
ern country that have not a Bible 
in their houses, and probably never 
had. There are many people of 
property, and what the world calls 
people of respectability, who know 
no more of the contents of the Bi- 
ble than the Shawanese or Choc- 
taws.’’* 

But we will not enlarge upon 
this melancholy subject. Suffice it 
to remark, that what is true of 
Maine, of Kentucky, and of Louisi- 
ana, is in all probability true of 
many of our sister States. You 


cannot be ignorant that there are 
in this country thousands of souls 
in the most perishing need of that 
religious instruction with which it 
is in our power to supply them. 
Souls, immortal as ourselves, are 


* Mills and Smith’s Report. 
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hastening to the bar of God; and 
shall we not adopt measures, that 
they may hear the news of salva- 
tion by the blood of Jesus, before 
they arrive thither? If our breth- 
ren were suffering under the pains 
of some deadly bodily disease, what 
name should not we deserve, if we 
withheld from them the only, sov- 
ereign antidote? Could we save a 
people from famine; could we pre- 
serve a nation from beggary; over 
what mountains would we not trav- 
el, through what deserts would we 
hot penetrate? But these objects 
are small, in comparison with those 
for which we now solicit your aid. 
We ask your exertions that you 
may become instrumental in sav- 
ing sinners from the errour of their 
ways, in rescuing your brethren 
from eternal death, and in restoring 
them to the image of God. 

It is time that we should remark 
briefly, on the nature of those ex- 
ertions, which we think it is proper 
for you to make. 

1. We ask your prayers. To 


this duty, God has expressly com- 


manded you. Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem. If our exertions are 
accompanied by the fervent, effec- 
tual prayer of the righteous, then, 
and not till then, may we expect a 
copious outpouring of the Spirit. 
Do not be content with barely men- 
tioning the Society in your prayers; 
but we entreat you wrestle for a 
blessing upon it. Enter into your 
closets, deeply sensible of the im- 
portance of the object, and pray 
for a blessing upon the Trustees, 
for the Missionaries, for your des- 
titute brethren, and for the whole 
Israel of God. We would particu- 
larly recommend our brethren to 
remember this Society, in their 
meetings for prayer on the first 
Monday of each month. 

_ 2. Assist by your money. Mis- 
sionaries cannot be supported with- 
out considerable expense. On this 
part of the subject there is the less 
necessity to enlarge, as we have so 
repeatedly experienced your boun- 


ty. Consider yourselves as stew- 
Vol. I. 19 
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ards of what God has committed to 
your charge. Recollect that pos- 
sessions are worth just so much 


now, as they will be when you are > 


called to render an account of the 
manner in which you have used 
them, before the throne of God. 
Recollect that a man’s life consist- 


eth notinthe abundance of the goods © 


which he possesseth. Acting un- 
der these solemn considerations, we 
doubt not that your pecuniary sup- 
plies will be equal to our exigen- 
cies. | 

3. Be indefatigable in your exer- 
tions to assist young men of prom- 
ising talents, and hopeful piety, 
who appear to be called of God, in 
preparing for the sacred ministry. 
The want of proper persons to send 
forth as missionaries has, more than 
any other circumstance, curtailed 
our plans and enfeebled our efforts. 
In no manner could you more ef- 
fectually serve this Society than by 
liberally contributing toward the 
support of those, whom the Lord 
is preparing to thrust into his vine- 
yard. 

4. You will materially assist the 
Board of Trustees by collecting and 
forwarding to them all missionary 
intelligence, which may come un- 
der your observation. By inquir- 
ing into the most promising grounds 
for missionary undertakings; the 
most suitable persons for missiona- 
ries, and the various necessities of 
different parts of our country ; pri- 
vate Christians may do much for 
the spread of the gospel. 

5. We are persuaded that in ma- 


ny instances, settled pastors might 


employ to advantage a certain por- 
tion of each year to missionary la- 
bours among the destitute churches. 
Whilst thus discharging one of the 
duties of Christian benevolence, we 
doubt not that their own souls 
would become warmed and animat- 
ed, and they would be abundantly 
rewarded for their labour of love. 
This practice has been adopted for 
years and with great success by our 
brethren in Great Britain.* 


* See Life of Pearce, Life of Spezcer. 


4 
wt 
{ 
be 
& 
4 
4 
4 
oM 
| 
‘ 
| 
¥ 7 
a 
‘ 
ite 
be: 
¥ 
‘ 
7 
4 
> 
i 
| 
lot 
wee 
‘ 
76: 


= 


REPORT OF MASSA. BAPTIST MISS. SOCIETY. 


~6. We apprehend that the inter- 
ests of this Society, as well as of 
Missions in general, would be great- 
ly advanced, if ministers would 
excite in their societies a thirst for 
missionary intelligence. The igno- 
rance prevailing in many parts of 
our country on this subject, is truly 
deplorable. Let ministers only do 
their duty, in collecting and pub- 
lishing missionary information, and 
there would shortly be no need for 
this complaint. 

The Board, desirous of giving 
additional impulse § in favour of Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missions, have 
endeavoured to secure a wider cir- 
culation for the Magazine publish- 
ed under their patronage. They 
are pleased to find, that the altera- 
tions which have been made as to 

its form, the arrangement of the 
matter, and the frequency of its 
publication, have met with general 
approbation. ‘There is reason to 
believe, that the time is not far dis- 
tant, when it will be read in every 
section of the Union. 

As we have no private interest 
to serve, we may be allowed on this 
occasion, to urge all those who are 
friends to Missions, and to the de- 
nomination to which it is our hon- 
our to belong, to use their influence 
in favour of this periodical work. 
It cannot be expected that a gener- 
al interest will be excited in favour 
of Missions, till it is generally 
known what exertions have been 
made, and are making for the sup- 
port of the gospel at home and 
abroad. The communication of 
such intelligence will form a prom- 
inent part in this Magazine; and 
the hope is cherished that this, with 
ihe other departments of the work, 
will be blessed of God, to elevate 
the views and feelings of our Chris- 
tian brethren, and to give a new 
and powerful spring to the exer- 
tions of the friends of Missions. 

As to the manner of making ex- 
ertion, we would briefly remark. 

1. Let whatever you do for the 
Redeemer, be done with all your 


might. Let no place in your souls 


(July, 


be left for lukewarmness. While 
the interests of immortal souls are 
at stake, any thing less than the ex- 
ertion of all your powers, is sin. 

2. Let all your attempts for the 
cause of Christ be persevering. 
No work of magnitude was ever 
accomplished without toil and la- 
bour. When the great Founder of 
our religion, the Captain of our ~ 
vation was on earth, he left us 
memorable example of indefatiga- 
ble perseverance. Let us humbly 
imitate his example, and follow in 
his steps. 

Many things may be offered as 
inducements for you to prosecute 
this great work. We shall mention 
a few of them. 

The political state of our coun- 
try is unusually favourable to mis- 
sionary exertion. Perhaps at no 
time since the organization of our 
republic, has a party spirit been 
so far lulled tosleep. May we not 
hope, that that time, and those 
pagsions which have so long sub- 
served the ends of party faction, 
will now, by the overruling hand of 
the Spirit of God, be made to ad- 
vance the peaceable interests of 
the kingdom of Jesus? The nations 
of the earth have thrown down 
their weapons of war, and an almost 
universal peace pervades our once 
distracted globe. ‘The swords al- 
ready have been beaten into plough- 
shares, and the spears into pruning 
hooks ; and may we not hope that 
the people will not learn war any 
more ? | 

The present aspect of the church 
affords a most powerful inducement 
to active operation. At no time 
since her establishment on earth, 
has God appeared with such gra- 
cious tokens of favour. “She is 
now looking forth as the morning 
upon the nations sitting in darkness, 
and thousands are rejoicing in the 
brightness of her rising.” Every 
exertion made for her prosperity 
has been in an especial manner 
blessed. Many parts of the Amer- 
ican Zion have witnessed copious 


showers of refreshing. ‘The peo- 
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ple of God are continually devising 
new modes of benevolence; and 
upon each one of them, the Re- 
deemer has granted his benediction. 
This then, beloved brethren, is the 
time in which the Lord by his 
providence, points to the signs of 
the times, and bids you improve the 
talents committed to your charge. 
Consider the prospect of success 
with which your labours are insur- 
ed. Weknow that “ the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be estab- 
lished on the tops of the mountains, 
and exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto God 
hath said, ** As | live, all the earth 
shall be tilled with the glory of the 
Lord.” God will not torsake the 
work which has occupied the coun- 
sels of tleaven from eternity. Zi- 
on still dweils upon the heart of 
everlasting love.” The work for 
which the Son of God came trom 
heaven to earth, must be accom- 
plished. Let us then, brethren, be 
“ workers together with God.” 
But rewards are offered to those 
who advance the boundaries of Mes- 
siah’s dominions, * ‘hey who turn 
many to righteousness shall shine 
as the stars forever andever.” Let 
us then, brethren, ** have respect 
to the recompense of reward.” 
When we sit down at the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, shall we re- 
pent of cur efforts? When we see 
those who have been redeemed 
from eternal death; when we cir- 
cle the throne of the ineffable glo- 
ry, shall we repent that we have 
gained too bright a crown to cast 
at the feet of the adorable Kedeem- 
er? While angels in heaven are in- 
cessanily engaged in the most un- 
wearied career of active exertion, 
shall we be the only beings who 
indulge in sloth? No, let us arise 
and shake ourselves from the dust; 
let us cast off every vestige of crim- 
inal sloth; let us come up to the 
help of the Lord against the migh- 
ty; let us act in view of eternity ; 
and by the awful results of that day 
Which shall try men’s souls, by all 
the terrors of hell, by all the incon- 
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ceivable glories of heaven, by the 
love of Him, who died to redeem us 
by his blood from every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, 
we charge you to persevere in this 
holy work, until the kingdoms of 
the earth shall become the king- 
dom’ of the Lord and of his Christ. 

DANIEL SHARP, Secretary: 
Boston, May 28, 1817. 


On moving the acceptance of the. 
Report, Mr. Gano made several in- 
teresting and affecting remarks. 
We are sorry we have not been 
favoured with an abstract of them. 
We cannot give the precise words 
but we will give the substance of 
his address. 


Mr. Gano observed, that besides the ad- 
vantuges enumerated ig the Report, arising 
from domestic missions, there was one to 
which reference hed not been made, and 
on which he would beg leave to offer atew 
observations, He said, he alluded to the 
instruction and comfort which many of 
the dear children of God derived trom 
the labours of our Missionaries. 


Mr. Gano observed, that in the course 
of Divine Providence, many were called 
to fix their habitations’ in the wilderness. 
H.:c, 9 2 great measure, they were desti- 
tute of those means with which they once 
were bles, and seldom enjoyed the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, except when some mis- 
sionary visitedthem. Andyetthey were of 
the flock of Christ ; it was desirable they 
should be fed; and the tact that they 
were ted by those under shepherds em- 
pioyed by the Society, was a sufficient 
greuna of itself why he should give the 
Society his support. He expressed his 
surprise that any Chnistians (if indeed 
they deserved the name of Christians) 


could be reluctant im giving their aid to 


such an institution as this. If we have 
tasted the joys of pardoned sin; if Christ 
be precious to us; if we have experienced 
consolation and support trom the Gospel, 
we must be solicitous that others should be 
sharers in these blessings. For his part, 
he esteemed it a privilege and an honour 
to be considered a friend to the cause of 
missions, a cause which lay near his heart, 
and in which he hoped God would ever 
see him engaged. 


The Treasurer’s Report was 
then read. Mr. Elisha Williams 
moved its acceptance, and Mr. J. M. 
Winchell seconded the metion. . 
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’ Mr. Winchell stated, that it had not 


_ been his design to occupy the attention of 


his brethren on this occassion; but, con- 
tinucd he, I cannot be satisfied that the 
Report should pass without a few remarks. 
The patronage afforded to this Society, as 
appears from the Report which has just 
been submitted by the Treasurer, while it 
calls for renewed gratitude to God, fur- 
nishes also additional motives to exertion. 
At our jast anniversary, we were remind- 
ed of the gradual increase of -he funds of 
this institution from its commencement. 
We have now the satisfaction to know, 
that while the expenditures of the last year 
will probably exeeed two thousand doliars, 
Our treasury 1s not exhausted; the streams 
by which it has been replenished are not 
dred up- God, who has said, “ the silver 
and the gold are mine,” will not suffer a 
good cause to fail fo: want of pecuniary 
aid. Let exertions be made sufficient to 
justify an appropriation of munies, and he 
will always provide that money shali be 
obtained. 

Among the recent instances of |iberal 
bencfaction to the funds cf this Society, 
we may reckon with peculiar satisfaction, 
the bequest of Pomp PuTAM 14a, a pious 
descendant of Africa. By his industry and 
economy he had accumulated property to 
the amount of about 2000 dollars, 1500 of 
which he generously devoted to the cause 
of Missions, and ordered the executor of 
his will to pay it into the treasury of the 
Baptist Missionary Society in Massachu- 
setts. What a noble example of love to 
the Redeemer! May others be induced to 
remember the direction of our Lord, and 
go and do likewise. 

No: can I forbear to mention, on this 
Occasion, the encouragment given to the 
cause of Foreign Missions. While the 
streams of Christian benevolence, which 
are to make giad the cny of God, have 
been pouring freely into the treasury of 
this and pt domestic societies, the 
means have beenaccumulating ‘‘to prepare 
inthe desert an highway for our God.” 
The amount of monies received by the 
Treasurer of the Baptist Board tor foreign 
missions exceeds OUr Most sanguine expec- 
tauons. If ] am correctly informed, the 
funds already amount to more than 21,000 
dollars ! raly, “‘what hath God 
wrought!” How evident 1s it, that the mm- 
teresis of foreign and domestic missions, 
instead of retarding, do mutually assist 
each other. 


Mr. Train then moved a resolu- 
tion of thanks to the Trustees for 
their zeal and diligence in conduct- 
ing the affairs of the Society during 
the past year. | 
- I mise, said he, Mr. President, with your 


germisiop, make afew remarks up- 
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on the gratitude, due from this Society to 
the God of all grace for his blessing upon 
this Evangelical Institunon; also upon 
the obligations we are under to the Board 
of Trustees, who have so successtully di- 
rected our Missionary operations. Under 
the gracious smiles of Heaven, we have 
seen this Society rising from smal! begin- 
nings, and increasing, an importance, unul 
it holds a respeciabie rank among similar 
institutions in this country. We have be-’ 
held with joy, and we hope, with unfeign- 
ed gratiuude, the Author of ali good rais- 
ing up benefactors, who have contributed 
liberally of their substance to augment cur 
funds; we have seen the Lord ot the Hare 
vest sending forth labourers of prety and 
zeal, who have chee:fully sacrificed the 
endearments of domestic life, and endured 
the tails of the Missionary field; we have 
seen the ascended Saviour making good 
his promise, Lo, I am with you, to aid and 
bless. To one of our Missionaries in par. 
ticular, as appears from the Repost which 
has just been read, he has affordea a rich 
hai vest of about 180 souls. It ths were 
ail, that this Society has instrumently a- 
cheived, would it not abundantly reward 
us for all the sacrifices, which we have 
made, or may hereafter make, of money, 
care and toil, im sending the word of 
life-to the destitute im this our native land ? 
Shaii not such tokens*of divine favour 
warm every Christian bosom, and fan the 
missionary flame? Surely, 1f we possess a 
a ot benevclence, such success cannot 

il to set us on fire. Let us then lift the 
voice of gratitude and praise to Him, from 
whem we derive all our hopes, all our 
joys, all our means and opportunities for 
getting and for doing good, 

For the prosperity and usefulness of this 
Society we are also indebted to the Board 
of Trustees. To them we entrust our 
Missionary concerns. Upon them it con- 
scquently devolves to manage our funds 
in the most profitable manner; to select 
suitable heralds to proclaim a Saviour’s 

race; to mark out the Missionary path, 

c. For public services, rendered in a 
case like this, where there is much respon- 
sibility, and none of profit, except the 
pleasure of doing gooa ; we certainly can 
do no less than appreciate such services, 
and tee! grateful for them. I feel happy 
IN expressing my approbation, and more 
happy in the success, with whi h their well 
directed effuris ta serve this Society have 
been crowned; and accordingly move, 
that a vote be now pessed, expressing our 
wa: mest thanks to the Board of Trustees 
for their faithful and successful services du- 


ring the past year. 
Mr. Phippen seconded the mo- 


tion, observing, that 


The excellent Report which has been 
submitted to this Society, claims ouratten- 
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tion. That Report gives us the necessary 
information relative to the proceedings of 
the Trustees for the year past. It discov 
ers their care of the imterests of the Socie- 
ty ; their faithtulness and perseverance in 
discharging the duties of their respective 
offices, and the success with which the 
Parent of mercies has been pleased tocrown 
theirefforts. [he disinterested exertions of 
q the Trustees of the Massachusetts Baptist 
% Missionary Society ciaim our gratetul ac- 
knowledgments. 

In most of our churches and congregas 
tions, it is possible there are some, who 
call in question the motives, which influ- 
ance this Society ; and there may be oth- 
ers, who imprudently censure thei pro- 
a ceedings, merely through ignorance of the 
- mode and results of thei: operations. The 
\ % influence of such persons is to crush a 

missionary spirit,and biast the dearest hopes 
of the philanthropist. To this subjeci, 
my brethren, we are bound to devote at 
least a portion of our attention. It 1s cone 
nected with the professed object of our 
lives. 

Among the people of our respective 
charges, it 18 unquestionab!y a duty to 
raisc their of feeling with regard to 
1. missions, and, by every scriptural incentive, 
endeaveur to preserve it in a proper cleva- 
tion. Hence arses the duty to exertion on 
our part, to remove the objections, which 
are brought against missionary mstitutions. 
If in the, minds of any individuals there 
“3 exist objections to this Society, or to our 
method of procedure, let us point them 
to the Report this morning submitted by 


1817.] JREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


the Trustees, to the Trustees themselves. 
the venerable characters who manage the 
concerns of this Society, 

The Society made choice of the 
following Officers and Trustees, for 
the ensuing year. 


Tuomas Batpwin, D. D. President. 
Joseph Grarron, Vice President. 
Ensien Lincotn, Treasurer. 
Suarr, Secretary. 

Trustees. Elisha Williams, John 
Peak, Stephen Gano, William 
Batchelder, Lucius Bolles, James 
M. Winchell, Jeremiah Chaplin, 
William Collier, Nathamei W. 
Williams, Josiah C. Ransford, 
Heman Lincoin, James Loring. 


Mr. Stephen S. Nelson was ap- 
pointed to preach the Missionary 
Sermon next year; in case of fail- 
ure, Mr. George Phippen. 

‘The Society adjourned to the last 
Wednesday in May, 1818, to the 
Second Baptist Meeting-house in 
Boston, at 8 o’clock, A.M. 

In the evening, an appropriate 
discourse was delivered by Mr. 
‘Train, from Isaiah xly. 22; ** Look 
unto me,” &c. A collection was 
taken at the close of the service. 


TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


Amount received by the Treasurer of the Baptist Missionary Society of Mas- 


sachusetts, from September 1, 1816, to June 1, 1817. 


1817. 
Sept. 4, By Cash of Mrs. Sparrowhawk, - - §1,00 
21, do. from Baptist Church, Attleboro’, - 6,18 


do, from Elder Coombs, 


- - 1,00 


do, from Baptist Church and Society, Randolph, - 10,32 


do. from Female Society, do. - - - 15,66 

do. from Mite Society, Pawtuxet, ee ea 10,G0 

do. from Salem Female Cent Society, - - 60,00 

do. trom Female Benevolent Seciety of Newton, and vicinity, 63,53 

do. trom Female Mite Society, Middleboro’, - - 18,76 
: do. from Female Society, Ware, - - - - 15,35 
do. from Female Mite Society, New-Boston, - - 4,75 

do. from Beverly Baptist Female M. Society, - - 17,00 

do, trom Female Society, Nottingham West, - =" 

do, from African Church, Boston, - -— - - 50 

do, from three Females, Rowley, - 

Novem, 8. do. from do. - - - - ee, ae 

16. do. from Female Mite Society, Eastport, - - - 50,26 

Decem, 4. do. trom Baptist Society, Weston, - - 8,36 


7. do. from Mr, A. Bilis, in part of legacy from Susanna White, 50,00 
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Religious 
FOREIGN. 
at GLASGOW AUXILIARY el, ihe Reverend Messrs. Carment; 
“4 ‘ TO THE of Duke-street Gaelic Chapel, Bar- 
BAPTIST MISSION. clay, of Kilwinning, Ewing, of Nile- 
; ty ‘i Extract from the Glasgow Chronicle, Street meeting-house, and Ander- 
son, of Edinburgh. 
Nie } “On Thursday, November 28, *°*’Though we do not profess to 
oat. | 1816, the first annual meeting of give a report of any of the speech- 
rh a4 | the Society in Glasgow, auxiliary es, we cannot deny ourselves the 
+ bi} to the Baptist Mission and Trans- pleasure of adverting to what was 
eek lations in India, was held in the stated with much feeling by the 
Trades hall, Glassford-street. The Chairman, after he had received the 
ae chair was taken at one o’clock, thanks of the meeting. ‘In what 
by William Cunningham, Esq. who has been said by different speakers 
hs was supported by the Rev. Dr. of the merits of the gentlemen 
ie E h 14 Balfour, and the Rev. Dr. M‘Gill, who conduct the mission in India, I 
fe ii rh Professor of Divinity in this Uni- most heartily concur. ‘Those who 
aa i 7 versity. The report of the pro- haye spoken on that subject, how- 
hate ceedings of the society for the past ever, know their eharacter only | 
Aa hh year, was read by Mr. Buchan, the from report; but I can speak from | 
as ul secretary, and Mr. Deakin, the personal knowledge—from intimate 
treasurer, gave a statement of the acquaintance with the missionaries 
| if sums received and remitted to the themselves. While in India, eigh- 
Bie a ai) parent institution. After which, teen years ago, I often met with 
ie | qT the meeting was addressed by the Mr. Carey in a small rgom of a pri- 
i bd hi i Reverend Doctors Burns and Mitch- yate house, where he eommunicea- | 
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Bia 1817,Jan.25, By Cash, profits of Magazine, - = 40,00 
oe April 16, do, from Mr. A. Elis, in part of Miss White's legacy, - 153,60 
May 26, do, of Sparrowhawk, - - 1,00 
28, do. of Deacon David Goodwin, - 
0 do, from Widows Raymond and Humphrey, collected in 
Missionary Box, = - - 9,10 
CR by UE do. from Second Baptist Chunch and. Society, Boston, - 172,59 
do. trom ‘Vhid do. do. - 
nant do. from Baptist Church and Society, Salem, - 78,00 | 
do. trom Mr. J. B.cheiler, - 2,00 
do. from Mrs. Mary Bacheller, - - - 2,00 
do. from Baptist Female Saciety, Kingston, - 25,00 
do. from Dr. Messer, - 2,00 
a a do. from brother B. Kent, . - - - - 3,55 
do. trom brother Porter, Marblehead, - 2,00 
do. from Children’s Cent Socie Boston, by Miss Webb, 24,00 
Put Bi do. from Female Cent Society, Haverhiil, - 12,54 
do, trom Worcester Female Charitable Siciety, 4,16 
do. by Eider Cummings, 23,22 | 
i be do. from seventeen annual sabacetbere, - 17,00 7 
Ve) do. collected after Missionary sermon at First Baptist Meet- 
do. Intereston Notes, = - - - 202,98 
| $1231,08 
| E. LINCOLN, Treasurer, 
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ted religious instruction to a few 
poor natives. Little did I think 
then that a work so small in its be- 
ginning, should, in a few years, ex- 
cite such interest in the Christian 
world, or that I should have the 
honour of presiding in a meeting 
like this in the city of Giasgow.’ 
He gave the most decisive testimo- 
ny to the ability and zeal of the 
missionaries, and expected that 
from their labours, the most bless- 
ed effects would result to the im- 
mense population of India. 

* One of the most gratifying spec- 
tacles exhibited by this meeting, 
was the merging of all party difler- 
ences inthe one great cause of the 
gospel; the speakers were of differ- 
ent denominations of Christians, 
yet they all united in recommend- 
ing the cause of one denomination, 
not in the article from which it 
takes its distinctive name, but mere- 
ly as promoting the truth in which 
they were all agreed. This is as 
it should be ; and we cordially con- 
cur in the wish of one of the speak- 
ers, who said he hoped soon to see 
ether denominations of Christians 
receive similar countenance and 
support from those who could not 
ollow them in all their peeuliari- 
ties.” 


GREEKS FROM THE ANCIENT 
MACEDONIA. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. 
Patterson, dated St. Petersburg, 
June 24, 1815. 


We have had our second Annu- 
al General Meeting, and I can as- 
sure you, that it was a very inter- 
esting one. Mr. Pinkerton has 
already informed you of what is 
most material ; but that which most 
attracted my attention, was, the mot- 
ley company, from many different 
nations, and some of them in their 
national costumes. I was particu- 
larly pleased with a company of 
Greeks from the ancient Macedonia, 
Prince Ypsilanti, and his suite. , 
how much I wished to send the 


BOREICN INTRLLIGENOR, 151 


word of life to a people, who were. 
the first in Europe, who said to the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles, Come. 
over and help us; and, through 
whom, the gospel of the grace of 
God entered our quarter of the 
globe! They are al! fine, lively 
looking men, and seemed worthy 
to be the descendants of the Church 
of Philippi. Our Committee and 
Society felt as I did, and the Prince 
was chosen one of our Vice-Presi- 


dents, that he might help us in our 


endeavours to assist his country- 
men. He, and all his suite, with 
an eagerness and liberality which 
reminded me of the beautiful de- 
ecription, (Phil. iv. 10—18.) put 
down their names as subscribers to 
our Society. Paul’s promise. in 
regard to them, (verse 19.) will, 1 
hope, soon be fulfilled in all its ex- 
tent. ‘hey are in need of the 
word of life; and, by the help of 
God, they soon shall have it. Al- 
though, including the Tartar, 
(which we have now resolved to 
print at the Scottish Missionary 
Press, in the South of Russia,) and 
the Greek, (for which we expect 
soon to receive stereotype plates 
from London,) the Russian Bible 
Society is printing, at present, in 
fifteen different languages. This 
will not stop our ear to the call 
from the South, especially from 
Moldavia and Wallachia. The re- 
moval of a part of the Scottish 
Mission to Astrachan, with their 
printing-press, is an important step 
for our Society. ‘This place is the 
Calcutta of Russia, and we mean to 
make it the Serampore of the South. 
We are arranging matters with 
Government for the establishment 
of their printing-orlice there, and 
you willsoon hear of the waters of 
life flowing out from this city, to 
water all the surrounding regions, 
and render them fruitful as the 
garden of the Lord. Another di- 
vision of this Mission is on its way 
for Arensburg, in the Island of Oe- 
sel, a place of equal importance 
for us, and which opens to us a 
most extensive field. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Domestic Putelligence. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


[Our limits will only allow of our giving extracts, from the various accounts 


which have been received. 


Middletown in Vermont. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Haynes, after giving 
some account of the state of this church 
and his own exercises relative to a re- 
vival of religion, observes as foilows :— 

In November last, the good work be- 
gan to appear among us; and in the 
month following some were baptized. 
Conferences increased in number, and 
were much crowded. The work has 
been principally among the youth and 
children, who have generally, soon af- 
ter their first impressions, discovered 
their exceeding vileness and guiltiness 
before a holy God. They were led to 
see the justice of their everlasting con- 
demnation, and that they never did, 
and never could do any thing to recom- 
mend themselves to the Divine Being ; 
that if they were ever saved, it must 
be altogether by grace, &c. It is mat- 
ter of deep humiliation to us, however, 
that older Christians generally have 
not had their attention called up as in 
former revivals. “oo many have slum- 
bered ; others have been but partially 
awake ; while a few have been really 
engaged. The work has not been so 
powertul, nor so extensive, nor so last- 
ing, as it was in 1800, and 1808, when 
Christians generally were really alive. 
The exhortations of young converts, 
and those newly awakened, beyond any 
other means, have been owned and 
blessed of God for the conviction and 
conversion of sinners. 

Since the commencement of the work 
{i have baptized forty-nine. More, it is 
expected, will soon come forward. 
Those baptized in this work, are mostly 


EpirTors.} 


As a monument of mercy, I have 
been spared forty-nine years ; twenty- 
eight of which have been in the minis- 
try, the most of which time I have been 
in this place. I have enjoyed the bless- 
edness of seeing five revivals of religion, 
where my feeble labeurs have been be- 
stowed. But after all, instead of feel- 
ing as though I had any claims on my 
heavenly Father on account of my poor 
labours tn his vineyard, I feel more and 
more indebted to the amazing grace of 
God, for ever giving me a heart to la- 
bour for him. My blessed debt of love 
and gratitude increases with my years 
and labours; and I rejoice to have it so, 
Surely God must have ail the glory, 
When I look back, I wonder at the dis- 
tinguishing goodness of God, in his ever 
making me a vessel of hismercy. Iam 
still more surprised that he ever called 
me to ~owr the gospel of hisSon. But 
when I see that he is graciously pleased 
to bless the labours of such a guilty, un- 
worthy creature, when those labours 
are so deficient, and so full of sin, what 
shall I say ?—I feel indebted to the free 
grace and mercy of God, beyond all 
possible finite calculation. This debt 
can never be paid !—sut praised be the 
name of the Lord, I humbly trust, and 
joyfully hope that this debt will afford 
me blessed employment to a boundless 
eternity. 

I subscribe your brother in the gos- 
pel of the divine Redeemer, 
SYLVANUS HAYNES. 


P.S. Twenty-five have joined the 
Congregational church in this place ; 
and about twelve who have been the 


subjects of this work, have comected 


youth and chi'dren. Much is added to with a few others and formed a new 


= 


way of further, and far more glorious 
displays of his love and grace. 


the following towns, or at least in some ‘ 
of them, it is progressing, viz. Hart- | a 


Mie! ya our spiritual joy and comfort, though 
ee i but little comparatively, to the strength Methodist class. 
of the Church. O for suitable gratitude 
to the Father of all mercies, for such 
i) distinguishing goodness. May our fruit 
be proportionate with the culture be- Greenwich, State of New-York. 
| stowed, and advantagesenjoyed. May 
the great Shepherd and Bishop of seals, Sir, 
a ever have this dear flock in his Gop is gloriously carrying on his 
See { ji keeping. O that our great vileness, good work in these parts, although it : 
ae and unworthiness, may not standin the has subsided within our vicinity ; yet in : 
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ford, Argyle, Kingsbury, Queensbury, 
Fort Ann, Granville, Salem, and Cam- 
bridge, all in the County of Washing- 
ton. 

According to the best information 
I can get, about 840 persons have pro- 
tessed religion within a little more than 
a year past, in the above towns, includ- 
ing 257 which have been added to the 
church under my pastoralcare. ‘These 
are the astonishing doings of the great 
Redeemer, whom God hath exalted, 
upon his holy hill of Zion. 

Yours most affectionately, 


EDWARD BARBER. 
Greenwich, March 22, 1817. 


Salem, New-York, May 5, 1817. 


In this place, within a few months, 
after a low and trying season, the Lord 
has appeared in mercy. I have bap- 
tized since the work began, twenty- 
eight. Not far from fifty have obtained 
a hope. The work is now spreading 
into three different neighbourhoods. 
The cloud that hangs over us, seems to 
bespeak abundance of rain. All that 
have as yet made a profession, have 
joined with the Baptists, Two of my 
children, I have reason to hope, have 
shared in this work. One of them ob- 
tained a hope last evening. 


Yours in the best of bonds, 
THOMAS BAKER. 


Bristol, N.Y. April 11, 1617. 


Tue cause of religion is in a very 
fourishing state in this region. ‘The 
tewns of Bloomfield, Palmyra, Mendon, 
Gorham, Lima, Avon, Pittsford, Rich- 
mond, Phelps, Ontario, Penfield, and 
Livonia. Some others have been bless- 
ed with refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord. We are doing something 
to aid the missionary cause ; but not so 
much as we onght todo, Our breth- 
ren in general do not feel that engaged- 


hess in the cause, that is necessarv to 


render the proceeding energetic. Our 
ministers receive but tittle for their ser- 
vices, and of course are obliged to la- 
bour for their support. They have 
very little time to acquire information, or 
€ven tolearn passing events: we are of 
Course less useful and less influential.. 
Yours, in our common Lord, 
SOLOMON GOODALE, 
Vol. 
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Cazenowia, WN. Y. 
Dear Sir, 

- With pleasure I embrace the pres 
ent opportunity of addressing a line to 
you. As to religion, it is yet a pleasant 
season in this place. The work of the 
Lord seems to be p ing. Many 
of the youth and children are yet com- 
ing in. The pleasant sound of hosan- 
na is yet heard from youthful tongues, 
and some of the aged, and of those in 
the meridian of lite join in these sweet 
angelic strains. 

"The same good work is still going on 
ijn many places around us. In the vil- 
lage of Norwich in the County of Che- 
nang, about 80 have been added to the 
Baptist churches, and not far from 60 
to the Congregational church since the 
beginning of the year. From various 
other towns in this region we hear of the 
marvellous works of God. 

With respect to missionary concerns, 
our prospects seem to brighten. At 
the meeting of the Board of the Hamp- 
shire Baptist Missionary Society at 
Homer in February, we had an agree- 
able interview. At this meeting, dele- 
gates from seven Femaie Societies 
were present, with their offerings for 
the Treasury. ‘These donations con- 
sisted of cash, cloth, and articles of 
clothing, to the amouut of 219 dollars! 
T'wo other Female Soceties whose gifts 
were not ready at that time, have since 
made an offering to the amount of abont 
35 dollars. There are also two new 
Female Societies, lately formed, in con- 
nection with us. Hence you will per- 
ceive that there are eleven of these So- 
eties auxilie ry to the Hamilton Society. 
‘This is the Lord’s doing. 

J. PECK, 


St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


Dear Brethren, 


I feel it a duty that I owe to God to 
give you an account of the late work of 
grace among the people with whom I 
am connected. A church composed of 
16 members, from different towns, was 
constituted in this place in September 
1811, This little vine the Lord has 
seen fit to bless. Fora time we were 
embarrassed for want of a place to 
Meet in, until the Lord stirred up the 
heart of our esteemed brother Mr. John 
Clark, of St. Johnsbury, who purchased 
a spot, and built a small, but convenient 
house for public worship at his own ex- 
= _ Some additions were made 

rom time to time; but nothing very 
special appeared until June last, when 


‘& meeting was held in cur meeting- 
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house called the “Circular Conference.” 
This meeting was composed of several 
churches, all of the Congregational or- 
der excepting ours. The Lerd was 
evidently with them, and many had 
their minds seriously impressed, On 
the third Lord’s day in June, the solem- 
nity was so visible in the assemb!y, that 
I was led toexclaim with Jacob, “Sure- 


dy the Lord is in this place, and I knew 


it not.” 

About this time we set up week! 
conferences. The attention 
and many minds became deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of their sinfulness. 

At our conference the week betore 
the first Lord’s day in July, three your 
perso:s came forward and offered them- 
selves as candidates for membership in 
the church, They were received, and 
the next Lerd’s day was appointed for 
them to be baptized. After tiie morn- 
ing exercise, We repaired toa rive: 
that runs near the meeting-house, the 
b:.nk of which was crowded with peo- 
pie. Here the Lord gave a new spring 
tothe work ‘Such a time I never be- 
fore witnessed. I made some remarks 
on tne end and design cf the ordinance, 
and it seemed as if the Haly Spirit de- 
scended The people of God were 
made to rejoice, while tears stole down 
the cheeks of sinners. Conviction was 
fixed like “a nail ina sure piace” in 
the hearts of many, as they have since 
contessed in relating their minds. Our 
meetigs became crowded, and many 
appeared to hear as for their lives. 
Some who had entertained a hope for 
many years, were constrained to come 
out and own where they had been— 
to confess, and to repent, and de their 
first work. Our baptizing seasons, be- 
came almost weekly, aud the Lord bles- 
sec them for the good of souls. 

This work continued through the 
summer and fall. But in the winter, 
it seemed gradually todcecrease. There 
were some, however, who came forward 
and were baptized at this inclement sea- 
son. There are others who entertain 
a hope, that have not as yet come for- 
ward. 

Of those who shared in the work, a- 
bout one half were heads of familiies; 
none of them over sixty; and of the 
youth, none under fifteen. ‘They all 
apneared to have a deep sense of their 
own sinfulness, and of the depravity of 
the human heart. Salvation by grace 
has been acknowledged freely. “here 
have been ne instances of enthusiasm, 
noise, or confusion; but a deep sense 
of sin has evidently been felt. The 


number that have come forward and 
obeyed the commands of Christ in his 
own divinely appointed way, is forty- 
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three. May the Lord keep through 
his own name, these lambs and bring 
them tohis heavenly king’«m., O that 
men would praise the Lord, for his won- 
derful works to the children of men! 

I subscribe myself your brother in 


gospel bonds, 
SILAS DAVISON, 
June 2, 1317. 


Nore. This Church is known by 
the name of St. Johnsbury Church, al- 
thongh the members live in the towns 
of Waterford, Barnett, and. Danville, 
as wellas inSt. Johnsbury. The meet- 
ing-house stands in the corner of Bar- 
nett. Ali those towns have shared in 
the work, ard many in each, have unit- 
ed with the Congregational churches. 


Poultney, Vermont, June 4, 1817. 


Dearly beloved, 


HAVING occasion to address you in 
this way, I would inform vou that it is 
a time of prosperity among many of the 
churches in these regions. It is so with 
us. We have witnessed a glorious re- 
vival in the course of six months past. 
Fig!ity have been added to our church, 
and I thisk a number more will yet 
come forwaid. We have made out a 
handsome subscription for the Maga- 
zine, and are anxiously waiting to re- 
ceive them. I hope, before long, to 
give some further account of the refor- 
mation. 

With much esteem, I remain 


Yours, &c. CLARK KENDRICK. 


SEVFRAL towns in the northwest- 
ern pert of Vermont have, within the 
year past, experienced a revival of re- 
ligion. In Ferrisburgh,a church of a- 
bout 80 members has been constituted 
according to the order of the New 
Testament, and a pastor settled, In 
Westford, in Milton, and in some other 
towns, especially in Fairfax, therc has 
also been an effusion of the Holy Spirit. 

In Fairtax the church had languished, 
It had been torr by dissensions arising 
from that high excitement of folitical 
feeling and party animosity, which in 
the recent embarrassed stute of our na- 
tional affairs prevailed toso lamentable 
a degree. Brethren were alienated in 
affection from each other, The ways 
of Zion mourned. Her wells were 
broken down. ‘The enemy beheld, and 
triumphed. | 
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But early in the autumn of 1816, a 
new hope was excited in the friends of 
religion The brethren had sent to 
the churches in the vicinity for a coun- 
cil wo advise them in their difficulties. 
‘The duty of praying particularly for 
that people, und imploring God to bless 
the labours of the council, was suggest- 
ed in a Conversation between two breth- 
ren in a neighbouring town; and it was 
agretd to mention it toothers. It met 
with approbatioa; and most, if not all 
of the churches from which delegates 
were to be sent, held a special prayer 
meeting for the purpose, on the evening 
of the ca ’s day previous tothe sitting 
of the council. There was a meetin 
too in Fairfax, at the same time a 
for the same purpose. 

Lhe result of the council exhibited a 
forbearing and conciliatory disposition, 
and inculcated it strongly upon the 
brethren, At a church meeting soon 
after, they resolved to bury their ani- 
mosities forever. It was about this 
time th.t the revival commenced. 
Tie first appearance of it was in a 
school of small children taught by a pi- 
eus young ladv, who, sensible of the re- 
sponsibility that rested on her, was 
anx!ous and digent for the eternal, as 
weil as the temporal welfare cf her pu- 
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ils. Here wasa most interesting scene. 

he children were so generally, anid so 
deeply imnpreseed with a sense of their 
condition, that nothing but the Concerns 
of their souls could be attended to. 
Some of the brethren of the church 
were sent for ; and most of the time in 
school, for some days, was spent in 
prayer, in directing the young inquir- 
ers, and in reading the Bible. Lhe 
earnest and repeated cry was: *‘ Pray 
for us. We are going to ruin. Do 
peer forus. Do read that blessed book.” 

any a precious soul, it is believed, will 
look back to this period as the time cf 
his spiritual birth. 

Numbers who came in to see the 
school were seriously impressed; and 
in different and remote parts of the 
town, persons were heard of under deep 
concern, Most of those whohave made 
a professicn of their faith, date their 
first inopressions from about this time, 

Between 70 and 80 have been added 
to the church by baptism; and a state! 
preacher has been procured. Consicd- 
erable additions have also been made 
to the other denominations, the Conere- 
gational, the Methodist, and the Epis- 
copajian ; and many individuais who 
have recently obtained a hope, lave 
not yet made a pubiic profession. 


 WDbituary, 


MEMOIR OF MRS. HANNAH MARTIN 


at Bristo! (R.°.) Septem. 7th 
1816, Mrs. HANNAH MARTIN, aged 
84 ve irs, widow of the late Capt. Taom- 
as Martin of that place. Atan early 
period of lif-, Mrs. M. was dereaved of 
the companion of her youth, and left 
with three children, one of whom only 
survives to mourn the loss of a very af- 
frctionate and pious mother. 

It apvears that Mrs. M. had lived a- 
bout haita century before her mind was 
effectnally impressed with the reality 
and necesity of experimental religion. 
By what means her atte:-tion was called 
to the concerns of her snul is not dis- 
tinctly recollected ; but it is highly 
probable that it was by the preaching of 
neigh ouring ministers, who occasional- 
ly visited and preached in Bristol. For 
a Considerable time she laboured under 
great distress of mind, and was fally 
Convinced of the insufficiency of her 
own righteousness to justifv her before 
(od. When she despaired of salvation 


by the deeds of the law, and found her- 
self sinking under the weight of guilt, 
the Saviour was revealed to her as ale 
and qilling to save tothe uttermost. The 
xiv.John, 1, 2,3 verses were applied to 
her mind with peculiar force, and she 
obtained satisfactory evidence of her tix 
tle toa place in those mansions which 
Jesus has prepared for his people. 

Not long after her conversion, her 
mind was exercised upon making 2 
profession of religion. Tradition had 
always taught her that infants were the 
subjects, and sprinkling the mode of 
baptism : but, from the Bible she learn- 
ed, that delfewers only were the snb- 
jects, and immersion the only proper 
inode, of baptism. As there were but 
two persons at this time in Bristol whe 
held the same sentiments, it was at- 
tended with some difficulty to make ar 
ofen profession of them, inthe midst of 
those who considered a departure fron) 
ancient errors heresv, and in the verv 
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town where some of these hereticks had 
heen persecuted even tozmprisonment.* 
However, a sense of obligation to him 
who had redeemed her with his pre- 
cious blood, and a conviction of the im- 
pene of imitating the example of 
er Saviour, overcame all opposition 
from friends and foes, and constrained 
her to be “‘ buried with Christ by bap- 
tism.” Accordingly she was solemnly 
baptized by Elder Jacob Hicks of Swan- 
zey, and united with the churchin that 
place, until the constitution of the Bap- 
tist Church in Bristol, of which she be- 
came, and continued a valuable and 
worthy member until her decease. 

As Mrs. M, lived at such a distance 
from the church with which she had at 
first united, as to render it inconvenient 
to meet often with them; it was her 
constant and ardent prayer that a way 
might be opened for the enjoyment of 
the ordinances of the gospel in her na- 
tive town. And when it was announc- 
ed to her and her pious sister (the late 
Mrs D. Wolfe) that the late excellent 
Dr. Nelson had arrived in town with 
an intention to settle in it, they both ex- 
claimed “ the Lord has sent him to raise 
up a Baptist Church in this place.” 
‘This deciaration was in a degree pro- 
phetical, for, under God, it was owing 
to the perseverance and liberality of 
that pious and benevolent gentleman, 
that a church was gathered, ministers 

rocured, and the materials provided 
or the erection of a house of worship. 
When these things had taken place, 
Mrs. M. would often say, ‘* this is the 
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Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes,” 

For a few years previous to Mrs, 
Wi’s. decease, she laboured under the 
infirmities of age, and gradually clechin- 
ed in strength until the period of her 
dissolution. During her debiliity and 
confinement she enjoyed generally great 

ace of mind, and often spake of “the 

lessed Jesus” in terms of the warmest 
affection and gratitude. She ever view- 
ed herself a miserabie and dependent 
sinner; and Christ Jesus as the on- 
ly foundation of her hope and salva- 
tion. She continued in this state of mind 
until the 7th. September 1616, when she 
fell asleep in Jesus, in the expectation of 
a blessed immortality. 

Mrs. M. was an intelligent and warm 
hearted Christian, who loved the cause 
of Christ “‘not in word and tongue on- 
ly, but in deed, and in truth.” Her 
liberality in supporting the cause of 
Christ and in relieving the poor members 
of the church, hus often beenexperienc- 
ed, Tothe cuurch she presented about 
one hundred and seventy doilars for the 
support of the ministry ; and @gnoocca~ 
sion was she backward in this part of her 
duty. In her relation with the church 
she was a faithful, a peaceable, and an 
affectionate member. And throughout 
the whole of her Christian course she 
was “a burning and shining light.” 
She sustained through life “a good 
name, which is bgtter than precious 
ointment, and the day of her death was 
better to her than the day of her 
birth.” 


* Vide Benedict’s History of the Bapiists, Vol. I. fi. 505. 


ANECDOTES. 


To the Editors of the Ant. Bap. Magazine. 
Dear Brethren, Yf a publication of the two following cases corresponds 


with the design of your excellent Magazine, they are at your service. 


In the Christian panoply, there is a 
weapon called all-frayer. That this 
is the surest defence in times of severe 
trial and sharp oppression, is most inter- 
estingly illustrated in the following an- 
ecdote. | 

In a section of our country, where 
slavery most rigidly obtains, it was cus- 
tomary to suppress, as evil, all exer- 
cises of devotion, however secretly con- 
ducted. To this end, overseers were 
particularly instructed to watch the 
slaves, and punish with promptness and 
severity ail appearances religion. 
ne, who had been in this employ, and 


J. M. 


who was willing of himself to carry this 
order into full effect, relates the follow- 
ing fact: ‘That after sundry assiduous, 
though truitless excursions through the 


dwellings of the siaves, and at late hours 


of the night, to detect this crime, as he 
was approaching a cabin one night, he 
heard a tone of voice which he tock to 
be prayer. ‘ Ha!” said he to himself, 
**now I have caught you!” So he crept 
up softly with a view to discover how 
many were united in this forbidden act. 
Sure enough it was the voice of prayer ; 
but he was somewhat disconcerted in 
finding it to be only an old, solitary, Af 
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rican woman, ‘This probably caused 
him te pause and i isten—when he tound 
the old siave praying for the blessing of 
God on her master, mistress, young 
masters and mustresses, and even on 
her overseer ! 

Wile he listened to this prayer, it 
seemed to him, that, according to his or- 
ders, he was to chastise this old woman 
for this forbidden act. But he said with- 
in himself, ** What wiil it be for? Why, 
for praying the blessing of God on her 
master, his family, and on her overseer.” 
again he said within himself, 
“Can doit?” Which he answered by 
—No, Lcannot; and retired with cau- 
tion to keep it all a secret: But he car- 
ried off a wound ia his heart, which no 
balm could cure, but the blood of Christ. 
Thus God, in answer to prayer, saved 
his old siave-servant from ihe iron hand 
of oppression, and gave her a new asso- 
ciate in suffering afflictions for Christ’s 
sake. 


Goon brought out of evil.—This 
comfortable truth is beautifully mani- 
fested in the following case. In one of 
the southern sections of our country, 
there is an Africa: slave, whose name 
is Jennew Her master is a humane and 
feeling man; and her mistress an ami- 
able Christian, Jenney had served with 
such fidelity, that she obtained as its re- 
ward, the entire confidence and favour- 
able regards of them both. She was 
observed to fail in her labour, and indi- 
cations of some distress were visible in 
her countenance. She was asked for 
the cause ; she replied, Jenney’s heart 
ts sick. She was sent tothe house from 
the field to obtain rellef ; but none was 
gained, She spent her days in solemn 
decline ; only saying “ Jenney’s heart 
is sick.” One day she met her mistress, 
who was verv anxious for her case, in 
the yard, and cried out, O mustress, 
Jenney is going to die, and be lost !— 
Who will take care of Jenney’s baby, 
when sheis gone? Such was her dis- 
tress at that moment, that she sunk un- 
der its weight, motionless at her mis- 
tress’s feet ; who had her taken kindly 
to her house, and attended with care, 
Thus she continued for some days, 
scarcely able to walk. But one day, 
having gota sm’ li distance into a for- 
est, she there cried to God in her dis- 
tress, and there God graciously heard 
her mourning voice, and poured into 
her sick heart the balm of Gilead, which 
gave her immediate relicf—QOn this 
occasion, when the light broke in on 
her afflicted soul, and the pardoning 
love of God in Christ was seen by faith, 
she said, Jil the trees around cru 
glory! andall the angels cry glory ! 
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and Jenney cry glory too! She now 
says, When she was in acr nattve coun» 
try, .Jenney had no God, she knew no 
God! But in América, Jenny hae 
learned there is a God, and that He is 
her*s. In Africa, Jenney had no Jesus, 
she had no one to tell her of Jesus. 
But she thanks God, that she was ever 
brought to America to hear of a Sav- 
iour. In Africa, Jenney was ignorant 
of sin and the wrath of God. But in 
this hapfipiest of lands, she had been 

¢ acquainted with her sinful and 
dangerous state,and the way of salva- 
tion through a pfrrecious Redeemers 
Now, Jenney lives and sings, and looks 
forward to the hope of glory, as the end 
of sorrows, and certain reward of all, 
who through taith and patience wait 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus unto 
eternal life—Happy affliction! Blessed 
African ! 


A Child that could not tell a lie. 


An Anecdote of President Washington 
when a boy. 


WHEN GEORGE WASHINGTON 
was about six years of age, some one 
made him the present of a hatchet; of 
which being, hke mest children, immod- 
erately fond, he went about choppin 
every thing that came in his way ; ood 
going into the garden, he unluckily tried 
its edge on the body of a beautiful youn 
English cherry-tree ; which he tinshed 
so terribly as to leave very little hope 
of its recovery. ‘Che next morning, his 
father saw the tree, which was a great 
favourite, in that condition, and inquir- 
ed who had done the mischief, deciar- 
ing he would not have taken five guin- 
eas for the tree; but nobody could in- 
form him. Presently after, however, 
GEORGE Came, with the hatchet in his 
hand, into the place where his father 
was, who immediately suspected him 
to be the culprit. “GEORGE,” said 
the old gentleman, “ do you know who 
killed that beautiful little cherry-tree, 


yonder in the garden?” The child hes+ 


itated for « moment, and then nobly re- 

lied, “I can’t teil a lie, Pa ;—you 

now I can’t tell a lie. I did cut it 
with my hatchet.” Run to my arms, 
my boy!’ exclaimed his father, “run 
tomy arms! Gladam I, Grorer, that 
you killed my tree; for you have paid 
me for it a thousand fold! Such an act 
of heroism in my son, is of more worth 
than a thousand cherry-trees, though 


blossomed with silver, and their fruits 
of gold,” 


Weems’s Life of Washingtor. 
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ORDAIN=D, at Providence (R. I.) 
on tlc Sti. Gay Of June, to the work 
of ai Evangelist, the Riv. AVERY 
BricGs, sn of the Rev. Joet Briggs, 
of Kendoiph (Mass.) Rev. Dr Messer 
preached on the occasion, from Rom. 
xX. 14, 15, “ How shall they hear with- 
out a preacher, and how shall they 
preach except they be sent.” Rev. 
Stephen Gano prayed at the imposi- 


tion of hands. Rev. John Pitman, of 


Seekonk, gave the charge, and Rev. 
James M_ Winchell, of Boston, gave 
the night hand of fellowship, and the 
Rev. Joel Briggs made the conciuding 
prayer; after which an appropriate an- 
them was sung. The Rev, M- Briggs 
is a graduate of Brown University, and 
isnow inbourmeg with the Bapust Church 
in Hudson, (N. Y.) 


On the 1ith. inst. at Newport, 
Rhode Island, the Rev. Romeo iL- 
TON was sviemnly ordamed to the 
wo k of the ministrv as Pastor of the 
21. Baptist church in that town. The 
sermon was delivered by the Rev. 
James M._ Winchell, of Boston, from 2d. 
Cor. 2d. chip. 16th verse, last clause. 
The Rev Joo Borden, of Tiverton, 

rayed at the imposition of hands. 

ev. Stephen Gano, of Providence, gave 
the charge, and addressed the Church 
in a very affectionate and impressive 
manner. Rev. Barnabas Bates, of Bris- 
tol, gave the right hand of f-ilowship, 
and the Rew Bela Jacobs, of Pawtuck- 
et, made the concluding prayer. ‘Tne 
services were witnessed with much 
satisfaction, by a numerous an‘] respect- 
able assembly, among whom were the 
miuisters of the different churches in 
the place, and many pious hearts united 
in devout wishes to the great Head of 
the church, that the union which had 
tht day been consum:nated under cir- 
cumstances so peculiariy pleasant and 

romising, might be crowned with his 

essing. the afternoon at 4 o’clock 
Rev. Mv Bites delivered a discourse 
from 1 Thess 5 chip. 25 ver. Breth- 
ren, pray for us ;” and in the evening 
there was presching agam by Mr, 
Winchell, of Boston, 


Extract of a letter dated Ponton, 
June 12, to a young gentleman in 
Middlebury, Vermont, 


I HAVE just returned from the Or- 
dination of Kider JEREMY H. Dwyir, 
and so selemn a scene never beiure 
Witnessed. 

‘The sermon was delivered by Elder 
Green of Cornwali, trom Cel. ww 17, 
And say to Architfius, Take heed to 
the ministry which thou has? reecived 
in the ee that thou yufil it. 

He described in the mest clear and 
impressive manner, the arduous duties, 
and the awful responsibility of a gospel 
minister, 

The consecrating prayer was made 
by Eider Woods, of Addison, Never 
shali 1 forget the prayer of that amia- 
ble man. While fervently imploring 
Heaven in beh«lf of him whom they 
were setting apart to the work of an 
Evangelist, his fee!i gs overc-me him, 
and he burst into tears. ‘The audience 
were unabe to restrain theirs, 

The charge was delivered by Elder 
Spalding, of Shoreham, in language 
that spoke the christian and the schoijar, 

The right hand of fellowship was 
given by Eider Green, Lhe co.clad- 
ing prayer, by Eider Chamberlain, was 
appropriate.—In short, the periorman- 
ces of this day have been such as the 
assembly will ever remem.- 

r. 


Own the 16th. of April, a Baptist 
church was constituted in Reading pre- 
cinct, and on the same day the church 
was publickly recognized as a church of 
our Lied Jesus Christ. The Rev. 
Mr. Bulles of Salem preached on the 
occasion, from Mark, 16 chap. 15, 16 v. 
Immediately afier the publick exercis- 
cs, Rev Mr Phippen bapuzed ten per- 
sons At the water side the f llowship 
of the churches was given bv the Rev. 
Mr. Boiles, and the persons baptized 
were admiited as a constituent part of 
the church, The season was highly 
interesting, and it is devoutly hoped that 
the solemn transactions of “the day 
may be biessed of God to the good 
of souls. 
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EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Ir gives us pleasure to learn, that 
another Education Society has been es- 
tablished in the South; known by the 
title of ‘* The Baptist Society in South- 
Carolina and Georgia, for the education 
of pious young men, desigred for the 
ministry.” Our limits witi not permit 
us co give the articles of their Constitu- 
tion, which are in substance the same 
with ether similar institutions. 

We cannot, however, deny ourselves 
the pleasure of giving a few extracts 
from the eloquent and interesting Ad- 
dress, which accompanies it, 
Beloved Brethren, 

WE take the liberty of inviting your 
attention to the important subject, which 
has prompted our present meeting, and 
occupied our deliberations. By our 
constitution, you will be informed of the 
designs which we entertat,of the prin- 
cipies which are toguide our operations, 
and of the methods which will define 
our proceedings. To the formation of 
this union, we have been induced by sev- 
eral considerations. ‘Che increasing de- 
mand in various parts of our country, for 
Baptist ministers with su:table qualifi- 
cations; the progress of genera! 
erature in all classes of societs , requir- 
ing a proportionate improvemert in 
those who exercise the sacred cffice ; 
the frequent instances which bring to 
ou; view young men of piety and prom- 
is, destitute of the Pequisite means for 
improving their talents, and a sincere 
hope, that with the Divine blessing our 
co-operation in the proposed measure, 
might contribute to the increase and ex- 
tension of genuine piety; are sme cof 
the motives which have incited us to 
the course into which we now affection- 
ately invite your benevolent activity. 
Such motives are so true in fact, and so 
obvious to common inspection, that they 
must necessarily disturb the repose of 
the indolent, and assail the observation 
of the inconsiderate. In the fie'd, breth- 
ren, which we prepose to cultivate, 
there is an impressive call to united 
zealand diligence. 

So far are we trom wishing to arro- 
gate to ours+lves the merit of originali- 
ty in this scheme, that we take pleas- 
ure in alleging the example of breth- 
renin other places, as an additional in- 
centive to ardour, in a pursuit where 
they have led the way. In diferent 
parts of the United States, are societies 
united for the accomplishment of de- 
signs, inall respects like those tor which 
we solicit your favourable regard. Such 
examples oe us with the greater 
confidence. t admitting that no oth- 
er association resembling that which 
we contemplate, had been formed ; is 
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there any want of evidence in favour of 
its claims? Do not the circumstances 
of many young brethren, eager to break 
through opposing difficulties, and stand 
forth as the ambassadors of Christ, 
make an affecting appeal to our piety 
and exertion? Do not Christians of all 
denominations, combining their ener- 
gies in order togive greater prevalence 
to the Word of Life, invite our ende:v- 
ours to something that may accord with 
the spirit and animation of the present 
times? Does not that extensive union 
for missions, which promises to embody 
the strength of our cenomination in this 
country, demonstrate the expediency 
of such methods zs might augment the 
number of labourers ior a field of action 
so widely diffused ? 

The objections which our plan may 
have to encounter, are not of such a 
nature as either to vary its principi+ or 
retard its progress We are aware 
that many of those amongst us, who 
have risen to distinction and usefulness 
in the work of the ministry, had receiv- 
ed, in a verv limited degree, the aids of 
learning. But will any infer from this, 
that they would have been less eminent 
with such helps than thev now are 
without them? Will any presume te 
sav, that they who are powerful in the 
art of persuasion, without study and 
application, would not have been more 
so, had their minds been trained to pre- 
cision of thought, and elevated to clear- 
ness ef apprehension, by the aids of sci- 
ence ? Can any imagine that he who is 
already a workman that needs not to be 
ashamed, would not have been more 
distinguished, had he acquired a thor- 
ough knowledge of ali the instruments 
of his profession ? 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


TRE friends of sacred literature 
will be gratified to learn, that in Lon- 
don, a Polygiott Bible is in the press, 
which will contain the Hebrew, the Sa- 
maritan Pentateuch, the Greek version 
of the Septuagint, the Latin Vulgate, 
and the English versien of the Oup 
TESTAMENT; the original Greek, the 
Syrisc version, the Latin Vulgate, and 
the English versicn of the New Tes- 
TAMENT. 

The letter-press of each"page is uni- 
form; and so composed, that the werk 
may be arranged in fuur Pocket Voj- 
umes ; or the whole employed in form- 
ing one Quarto volume, with two of the 
languages on each page, so as to pre- 
sent the text all af one view. 

‘The Polygiott Bible, in Pocket vel- 
umes, will be $11,78, In Quar‘o, 
it will cost §25,33. | 
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‘NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Tue History of the origin and first 
ten years of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society; by the Rev. John Owen, 
A.M. 8vo. three dollars in boards. 

The History of the Puritans, from 
the Reformation to the death of Queen 
Blizabeth: With an account of their 
principles; their attempts for a further 
reformation of the church ; their suffer- 
ings; and the lives and characters of 
their most corisiderable divines. By 
Daniel Neale, vols.8vo, 4 vols, 
are published.—W illiam B. Allen,& Co, 


Newburyport. 


A Series of Discourses on the Chris- 
tian Revelation; viewed in connexion 
with the Modern Astronomy. By 
Thomas Chalmers, D.D. Minister of 
a Church iu Glasgow. 8vo, 

Nine Sermons on the Nature of the 
Evidence by which the fact of our 
Lord’s Resurrection js established ; and 
on various other subjects. By Samuel 
Horsley, LL.D. F.R.S. late Lord Bishop 
of St. Asaph, 8vo. 1 dol. 50 cents. 

The Power of Faith, exemplified in 
the Life and Writings of the !ate Mrs. 


[July. 
Isabella Graham, of New-York. 8vo, 
two dollars seventv-five cents, 

The Sunday School Teacher’s Guide. 
By J. A. James, New-Yorke Published 
by the Female Union Society for the 
promotion of Sebbath Schools. 

Proceedings of the General Conven- 
tion of the Baptist Denoniination in the 
United States, at their first triennial 
Meeting, with the Third Annual Re- 

rt of the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions for the United States. Print- 
ed by order of the Convention. Phila- 
delphia, 1817, 

issionary Exertions encouraged, 
——A Sermon, delivered in Sansom. 
street Baptist Meeting-house, May 7, 
1817, before the ‘“ General Missionary 
Convention of the Baptist Denomina- 
tion in the United States for Forei 
Missions.” By Thomas Baldwin, D.D, 
Pastor of the Second Baptist Church 
in Boston.” Lincoln & Edmands, 53 
Cornhill. 
Three Discourses on the Evidences 
of the Christian Religion. Designed 


for the benefit of Young Persons. By 


Philip Daddridge, D. D.48mo. 62 cts. 
James Loring, Boston, 2 Cornhill, 


Poctry, 


For the American Baptist Magazine. 


INVOCATION TO RELIGION. 
1 


Come, sweet ReL1c1o0N, balm of rest, 


Revisit this desponding breast; 
O come, thou pure and faithful guide, 
And in my trembling sou! abide. 


When thou wast mine, the joys of grace 
Perennial! flow’d from thine embrace ; 
Bright faith, mild hope, enrapturing love 
Descended with thee from above. 


3. 
How sweet the day, how calm the night, 
When walking in thy blissful light; 
My lips were praise, my tongue was prayer, 
My soul was heaven, for God was there. 


4, 
But now, alas, the scene’s withdrawn, 


And all my blo@ming joys are gonc; 


The bright seraphie form has fled, 
Joy has expir’d,—and hope is dead. 


Delightful power !—once more returns 
And make this icy bosom burn; 

O bid the threat’ning tempest cease, 
Dispel the Tey en whisper peace. 


*Tis thine to make the marble feel, 
And meit the heart of stubborn steel ; 
"Tis thine to make th’ affections glow, 
And tears of deep contrition flow, 


O come, forever dwell with me, 

I’!l jose all earthly joys for thee ; 

Thy yoke I'll bear,—thy cross take, 
Despise the world, and sin forsake. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
3” Several favours have been received, which are under consideration. 
Interesting extracts from the ‘Third Annual Report of the Baptist Board of the 
United States for Foreign Missions, will be inserted in our next. 
As there has been an increasing demand for the Magazine from almost every 


section of the country, and as it has received the particular approbation and pat- 


ronage both of the Convention and Board, the edition is incf€ascd to 10,000. 
‘The first and second Numbers of the New Series have been reprinted, so as 
to supply new subscribers with complete sets. 


The publication of the account of monies received by the Treasurer of the Bap- 


tist Board is unavoidably postponed till the next Number. 
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